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AIS President’s Patch 


Common courtesy -what ever happened to it? In 
these changing times we lıve ın, has it gone away? I was 
reminded of this again recently when I heard from an AIS 
committee chairman about a subject I had answered two 
months previous—yet the action item had been delayed, 
perhaps by email non-receipt even though the message 
had not bounced. It takes very little time to respond 
to emails and correspondence with a simple “got it” or 
“thank you” for services rendered. We are all volunteers 
in this iris world, but I would like us all to be regarded as 
“kindly, friendly helpers” and to be thoughtful of others. 
Also to use an old cliché, we need to get along to go along. 
If you are like me you got into this iris world because of 
the beautiful Iris, but stayed for several other reasons one 
of which is the association with some pretty remarkable 
people, be they hybridizers, writers, administrators, 
officers, botanists or good solid gardeners. Please be 
courteous and return phone calls and acknowledge 
receipt of emails! But also don’t be quick to criticize 
others on AIS-Discuss and immediately click that “send” 
button. I try to think about my answers overnight and 
walk in the moccasins of the other person before sending 
a knee-jerk response. You should too. 


JIM MORRIS, MISSOURI 


annual basis) in your local 
publication, and making 
copies available at your 
meetings. If you take this 
legal and common sense 
approach, it will preclude 
most potential problems 
from arising. The American 
Iris Society is a corporation 
that operates ina democracy 
and under the sunshine laws 
of our various states. End 
of lecture. Please note that the AIS minutes are always 
available on our website, at our board meetings, or by 
request from our secretary with a self-addressed envelope 
with two stamps. 

It is pretty amazing to find all the information about 
irises available on the Internet today and we are still just 
scratching the surface of where we can be in the future. 
Our Iris Encyclopedia (wiki) is becoming the iris source 
throughout the world and is worthy of even more input 
from our membership. We especially need our younger 
members who have grown up with their PCs, iPhones, 


Latest favorite tongue-in-cheek saying: 


Quotes found on the internet are not always accurate. 


—George Washington 


Upon taking office as your new president, the most 
surprising thing to me was a ten-fold increase in the number 
of emails I have received. Most contain good news about 
the incredible diversity of iris-related activities within AIS. 
This has included postings of beautiful pictures, or requests 
for specific information, be it bearded species or cultivar 
identification to convention tour and meeting information. 
It has also included requests about our 93-year history 
and international requests about specific hybrids and 
hybridizers. One item that has come up several times now 
is the absolute requirement of affiliate clubs, Sections and 
Cooperating Societies to faithfully follow their bylaws, 
Robert’s Rules of Order, Revised, and Internal Revenue 
Service 501(c)(3) provisions. This includes the printing 
of Board of Directors’ and general membership meeting 
minutes as well as treasurer financial reports (at least on an 
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iPads, tablets, etc. to get involved. We need your ideas 
and expertise! The world continues to change, and if we 
want to play in a modern, relevant space, then we have 
to think differently and present differently. We need to 
tell the best story we can to as many people as we can. 
Should we be thinking about video and Android and 
iPhone apps? As many of you will note, AIS has just 
started our new “News and Notes” e-newsletter through 
service provided by Constant Contact to supplement our 
online and printed magazine Irises. It is another product 
of our Public Relations committee to help improve our 
member communications. 

In my last message I should have mentioned the AIS 
Board approval of new emeritus judges in November. 
Belated congratulations to Gordon Green (Region 17), 
John Ludi (Region 13), and Bob Pries (Region 4). *® 


Editor’s Message 


The 1901 Pan-American Exposition in Buffalo, NY 
is still recognized for some of the most colorful, 


KELLY D. NORRIS, IOWA 


florally effusive grounds of the world’s fair 
era. Known as the Rainbow City, the exhibition 
grounds were designed by Frederick Law Olmsted 
associates Rudolph Ulrich and Frederic W. Taylor. 
While world’s fairs are often celebrated for their 
contributions to the progress of architecture, their 
impacts on gardens and landscapes were recently 
extolled in a 2012 book by Cathy Jean Maloney 
called World’s Fair Gardens: Shaping American 
Landscapes (University of Virginia Press). The 
history of our society intersects with another world’s fair—the Panama-Pacific International 
Exposition held in San Francisco in 1915. There, Bertrand Farr’s gold medal-winning exhibit of 
turn-of-the-century iris hybrids arguably kickstarted America’s modern fascination with bearded 
irises, an event credited to history by the appraisals of John C. Wister, our society’s first president. 

Spring is the season for iris shows— small-scale descendants of an exhibition tradition—some 
of which are no doubt running late or being cancelled due to this strange weather. In this issue, Jerry 
Wilhoit offers up a helpful solution—plant and exhibit more Louisiana irises. He shares his thoughts 
and photos for In Your Backyard. The subject of exhibiting irises in shows seems to crop up from 
time to time in the pages of our magazine and throughout the years a few articles have gone down as 
monuments to the craft, namely Sheldon Butt’s popularly reprinted and distributed article entitled 
“Preparing Irises for Exhibition at Iris Shows”. St. Louis iris hybridizer and exhibitor Cindy Rust 
offers her insights this issue in an article that thoroughly outlines techniques for selecting the best 
stalks and getting them to the show. If you’re cut from competitive cloth, you’ll revel in Cindy’s 
insights. 

This issue gives a nod to the earliest irises to put on a show—Junos, the truly bulbous section 
of the genus and the miniature dwarf beardeds. Junos too often are ignored by American iris lovers, 
instead finding their way more often into the hands of rock gardeners and astute plant geeks. As 
astute as these plants are, you don’t have to be a plant geek to appreciate them. In northern climates, 
they offer a kick start to the gardening season and a floral show that is unique in its own right. Few 
plants in early spring can surpass a blowsy clump of corn-leaved Iris bucharica. Plantsman Panayoti 
Kelaidis loves these sprites and shares his insights on a host of available species. 

Bob Pries and I have longed shared a passion for miniature dwarf bearded irises, often strolling 
into their diminutive territory in our perambulating conversations about irises and all things 
botanical. Together, we pulled together a piece that we hope will inspire more iris lovers to pause on 
bended knee and tend these tiniest of bearded irises. Bob’s excellent pictures show solid-performing 
MDB cultivars in many garden combinations. 

In closing her award-winning book, Maloney laments the absence of world exhibitions of 
horticulture from the modern era. In their stead, public 
gardens offer similar opportunities for exhibition, though 
on an admittedly local or regional scale. Whether you’re 
keen on formal floral exhibitions or just an abundant floral 
array in the garden, you'll find something worth reading in 


the pages ahead. *& 
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Your AIS Affiliate Can Be The Winner! 


BY ROBERT PRIES AND SUSAN GRIGG, CO-CHAIRMEN, 
AIS PUBLIC RELATIONS & MARKETING COMMITTEE 


Imagine this—you and some of your affiliate club members are seated at the awards banquet at the AIS 
Convention in Dallas. Dinner is over and the awards ceremony is about to begin. Suddenly, the name of 
your club is announced as the winner of the AIS Membership Campaign! You and your affiliate members 
are asked to stand, and you all scramble to your feet amid much applause. As you settle again in your seats, 
you recall that it was easy and fun to tell visitors to your club’s annual show and sale how much they could 
learn about growing irises at club meetings during the year. The new members that joined your society added 
enthusiasm to your ranks and have become new friends. 

The AIS is beginning the 2013 Membership Campaign. There will be prizes for the person who brings 
in the most new members and for the runners-up. The winning affiliate and region will be honored in /rises 
and at the AIS Convention. The number of new members recorded for each person will be totaled for 2013 
to determine the winners. This year will be an opportunity to refine the campaign, so that next year the ideas 
you generate can help us improve our strategies. 

You have new tools at your disposal now to assist you. The new voucher program gives a new or 
upgrading member at least $25.00 to spend towards new irises upon subscription or renewal. You can find 
a full explanation of this new marketing program on the AIS website www.irises.org in the News section. 
For ideas on how to promote irises, AIS, and your local affiliate, you can check out the new AIS Marketing 
Handbook, available from any member of the PR and Marketing Committee. You can get a head start by 
having an information table at your shows and sales to explain the many benefits of AIS membership. 

AIS will grow as each of us brings in those new members who add life to any organization. With your 
help the AIS can be an even greater organization. Watch News & Notes, our new e-newsletter for more 
details. Please contact a member of the PR and Marketing Committee with any questions you may have about 
how to get involved. % 
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AIS Coordinators Looking for Photos 


BY JANET SMITH, AIS IMAGE COORDINATOR, CALIFORNIA 


As the spring bloom season arrives and you begin sending in your seedling registrations, please share them with 
me so that the AIS can begin to develop a photographic archive of all registered varieties. Your photos will be 
shared with the AIS Library, the Historic Iris Preservation Society, and the AIS Encyclopedia, and anyone else who 
might need them, including the /rises editorial staff or the calendar coordinator. Your images might also prove helpful 
in developing new digital programs for affiliates. Please consider sharing past registrations as well. These photos will 
help facilitate identification requests that we receive from members. 

You may review the instructions and specifications for photos on the AIS website (www.irises.org) and 
submit all photo files to me: Janet Smith, AIS Image Coordinator; P O Box 1585; Coarsegold, CA 93614-1585; 
aisimagecoordinator@irises.org 

To the many hybridizers, photographers, photo contest participants—thank you for sharing your photos over 
the years. These are great assets to The American Iris Society! % 
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AIS Insurance 
BY MICHELLE SNYDER, INSURANCE CHAIR 


Below are instructions for obtaining Certificates of 
Insurance when required by the venue where an event 
is being held. Please be aware IDO NOT obtain the 
certificates of insurance for the local clubs, etc. It ıs 
the responsibility of the club, etc. hosting the event to 
obtain the necessary Certificate of Insurance. 

To obtain a Certificate of Insurance go the www. 
irises.org. Click on the Member Services link and 
then click on AIS Insurance and you will be taken 
to the page that has the instructions for obtaining 
the necessary Certificate. The form can either be 
downloaded and faxed to the number shown or it can 
be completed electronically and sent via email. 

There is a statement that says “Is Certificate 
Holder requested to be named as an additional 
insured?” If you only need to show proof of 
insurance, circle No. If the venue needs to be named 
as an additional insured, circle Yes. 

As always, if there are any problems 
associated with obtaining the needed Certificate, 
or if you have any questions in general 
regarding insurance, please contact me at either 
928-282-5867, or <sammygiz@aol.com>. % 


Волуз" 
Bucks 
Brent and Becky's Bulbs 


www.bloominbucks.com 
Order top quality bulbs, plants, garden tools and 
accessories from Brent and Becky’s Bulbs and AIS 
receives 25% of your order. 


Bloomin’ Bucks Makes It That Way! 


Here’s How: In today’s economy, more people are staying put. They 
are Caring for their home and family. But they are also being asked 
for their support more often than ever! WE’RE NOT ASKING YOU FOR 
MONEY! We’re just asking you to do what you would normally do 
... beautify your home's landscape! For generations, the bulbs from 
Brent and Becky’s Bulbs have been of the highest quality and have 
been adding color to landscapes all over the country. Adding colorful 
blooms from Brent and Becky’s Bulbs to your landscape helps us! 


How Does Beautifying your home help us? 
It’s simple: Just go to www.bloominbucks.com and choose 
to support our organization. You will then be taken to the website 
of Brent and Becky’s Bulbs where you can select from their huge 
selection of bulbs, plants, perennials, supplements, books, tools, 
home accessories ... anything you want or need! In any quantity you 
need! In any color you want! And a percentage of your sale comes 
back to support us! It’s so easy! 
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The American Iris Society invites you to participate 
in our annual Photo Contest. This contest is free and open 
to everyone, with the exception of contest Judges and the 
contest coordinator who are not eligible to enter. The winning 
photo of each category will be published in the AIS January 
Bulletin and on the AIS web site. Prior year’s winners and 
honorable mentions can be viewed on the AIS web site 
at www.irises.org. The 2013 winner of each category will 
receive a 2013 introduction (within USA only). The winner 
of each category will also receive a single annual membership, 
or single e-membership or annual membership extension 
to AIS. Winners who are AIS life members will receive an 
e-membership or annual membership in an AIS Section of 
their choice. Runners-up of each category will receive a 2011 
or 2012 introduction (within the USA only). 


HOW TO ENTER: 

Fill out the entry form designating in which category you 
are entering your “digital” photos. No prints please. Then 
e-mail or send a CD of your digital (jpeg) high resolution 
photos to the AIS Photo Contest Coordinator, at the address 
indicated. You may submit up to five (5) photos total for 
this contest. The deadline for submissions to the 2013 Photo 
Contest is no later than midnight June 30, 2013. (NOTE: Any 
photo submitted that was a winner in a previous year will 
automatically be disqualified.) 

There must be irises in the photo and irises in the photos 
should be of the genus Iris. Entries will be judged in the 
following six (6) categories: 

1. Irises in a landscaped garden. 

2. Irises in a field or home garden. 

3. Events, tours, a person or people (at iris location). 

4. Close up of an iris or irises. 

5. Iris photos- art effects, macro of bloom segments. 

6. Photos of pets, wildlife or garden art with the irises. 

* Any photos taken by a youth photographer (under 19) in any of 
the six (6) categories will be judged separately from the adult entrants. 

“High Resolution” digital photos are required (i.e. no 
smaller than 1600x1000 in size). NO PRINTS. (If you only 


have prints take them to a store to have them digitized in “High 
Resolution”—“jpeg” files to а CD and mail said CD.) Emailed 
digital photos should be sent as a “HIGH RESOLUTION”- 
‘jpeg’ file no smaller than 1600x1000. You must title each 
image file to match the entry form and category given. Include 
name of the variety or person in each photo on the entry form 
and photo file name, if known. 

A panel of three judges will judge the photos received and 


their decisions will be final. 
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The American Iris Society 2013 Photo Contest 


WHERE TO SEND: 

The American Iris Society Photo Contest, c/o Janet Smith; 
P O Box 1585, Coarsegold, CA 93614-1585 

Digital: Email jpgs & entry form to 
AISPhotoContest@irises.org 


ENTRY FORM: 
Please designate Category #, photo caption name(s) and name 
of persons in photos, if any, to match name on file or photo. 


#1 


#5 


*** Tf this is a youth entry, please tell us your age: — 1 
I am the person who took the photograph(s) enclosed, and 
I have not assigned any of my rights associated with these 
photographs to any third party. By entering the photo contest 
I am hereby authorizing The American Iris Society a royalty 
free, non-exclusive right to use winning photograph(s) and 
photograph(s) worthy of honorable mention in publications, 
in brochures, and calendars, on the Internet, and for other 
promotional uses. (Forms submitted by email do not require 
actual signature. By filling in the information in this form 
including the information below, either fully or partially, and 
submitting the form by email, you grant the American 1715 
Society the rights specified in the paragraph above). 


Receipt of photos will be acknowledged by email. 

Send inquiries to AISPhotoContest@irises.org 

If emailing jpeg files, attach your completed form with your entry. 
This form may be completed on-line. When filling out his 
form online make sure you save it then attach that saved copy 
to your email. Otherwise, it will arrive as a blank copy. 


Registrar’s Corner 


BY JOHN AND JOANNE JONES, AIS REGISTRAR-RECORDERS, CALIFORNIA 


It has been an interesting first year- 
and-a-half for Joanne and me. We 
have been learning the ropes and 
minefields sharing the Registrar- 
Recorder duties and how to best 
divide up the tasks to best match our 
individual skills. Boy, the things we 
did not know about registering irises. 
Fortunately we have the expertise 
and skill of Mike and Ann Lowe and 
Keith Keppel to guide us. 

We hope to have something 
interesting to say in what we 
hope will become a permanent 
segment in Irises. While what we 
have to say will be of most interest 
to hybridizers, we hope that 
everyone will gain a little more 
understanding about what goes 
into getting an iris registered. 

Aside from the difficulty of 
creating an iris worthy of registration 
and introduction, one of the difficult 
tasks is finding that “perfect” name. 


As Registrars, it is our responsibility 
to ensure the proposed name meets 
the requirements as listed on the 
back of the registration form. Mostly 
we are worried that a proposed name 
might have been used before or look 
or sound too much like a previously 
used name. 

Names can be reserved before 
you are ready to register an iris. In 


have paid for a *reserve" name, it 
is good for the rest of the current 
registration year (which ends on 
November 30% each year) plus 
three additional years. Think of it 
as a prepaid registration. 

In addition to making it easier 
to build your catalog, getting your 
names ahead of time shortens the 
registration cycle. By getting names 


Names can be reserved before you 
are ready to register an iris. 


fact, reserving a name can make the 
registration process go smoother 
and allow the hybridizer to have 
their catalog names available 
even before the registration is 
complete. Reserves cost the same 
as a registration and also serve 
as the registration fee. Once you 


approved as reserves, it makes 
the catalog process much easier. 
November, December, and January 
are very busy times for the registrars 
and waiting until the last minute for 
getting names cleared could mean 
your catalog may be late getting into 
customers hands. % 


April/May 2013 AIS Bulletin n 


Youth Views 


BY CHERYL DEATON, CALIFORNIA 


Many of our youth members 
have sent me thank you notes, 
expressing their excitement after 
receiving irises from the gardens of 
the 2012 AIS National Convention in 
Ontario, California. Many of these 
irises will be in bloom this spring, 
adding color to their gardens. I 
hope you will tell me about your 
iris so that I can report in the next 
issue of Irises. 

Speaking of color, the annual 
AIS Coloring Contest had 73 
entries from 10 regions—wow! 
The judges had a very difficult 
time choosing the winners. Rachel 
Potter from Region 4 won for 
Best Overall, Best in Age Group 
and Most Original. Rachel’s entry 
impressed the judges with her 
blending and shading techniques 
which gave depth to the picture. 
Other winners in their age groups 
were Julia Strouse from Region 
1, Hallie Nelson from Region 8, 
Rebekah Brase from Region 21 
and Shelby Renee Thompson from 
Region 17. Special creativity awards 


Iris Hills Farm 


Garden of Colin Campbell 
new youth hybridizer. 


TB’s and SDB’s 


Moderns, Classics and Historics. 
Many cold hardy rebloomers. 
Call 540-868-2123 or e-mail 


were given to Brooke Berg, Ryan 
Bystrom and Graham Mills from 
our newest Classroom Iris Project 
at Churchill School in Region 18. 
Congratulations to all our entrants! 

A special thank you goes out to 
youth member Sarah Green from 
Lincoln, Nebraska in Region 21. 
Sarah has sent me two drawings that 
she found for use in future coloring 
contests. If you find a 
drawing of irises that 
you think will make a 
good contest picture 
or draw one yourself, 
please send it to me. I 
am always excited to hear from our 
youth members. 

Our international youth 
member, Edvinas Misiukevicius, 
lives in Lithuania. He found AIS 
on Facebook. He is 18 years old, 
has started hybridizing and is well 
known to garden enthusiasts in his 
country. There are no iris clubs in 
his country, but he hopes to get one 
started soon. He is interested in 
hearing from other youth members. 


12 


irishillsfarm@outlook.com for color 


E-catolog. Order early - supplies limited. 
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If you would like to share your iris 
experiences with him, contact me at 
region15kids@hotmail.com and | 
will send you his email address. 
You can find some of the 
photos he entered in the AIS 2012 
Photo Contest results on the AIS 
webpage. Edvinas won first place 
in the Youth Division in the Field 
category. Other youth members 


The annual AIS Coloring 
Contest had 73 entries 
from 10 regions. 


who won first place in the photo 
contest are: Hallie Nelson, 
Landscape; Sarah Cawley, People; 
Julia Strouse, Close Up. Chelsea 
Curlee, Jessi Cawley and Tabitha 
Bednar were awarded honorable 
mentions. Way to go everyone! 
Our youth members are the 
future of AIS. Please take a moment 


to encourage a young person by 
sharing your love of iris with them. 


You'll be glad you did! % 


Conventions 


2015: May 18 - 23 Portland, Oregon 
Chair: John Ludi 
35071 SE Hwy 211; Boring, OR 97009; (503) 668-9230; <kludi@juno.com> 


Headquarters: Red Lion Hotel on the River (Jantzen Beach, Oregon) 
909 N. Hayden Island Drive; Portland, OR 97217; (503) 283-4466; www.Redlion.com/jantzenbeach 


Fall Board Meetings 


2013 Nov. 1- 2: New Orleans, LA 
Chair: Paul W. Gossett 
1502 S. Boulder Ave #12B; Tulsa, OK 74119-4034; (918) 853-6204; <pwgossett@juno.com> 


Headquarters: Doubletree New Orleans Airport Hotel 
2150 Veterans Memorial Blvd.; Kenner, LA 70062; (504) 467-3111 


2014 Nov. 7 - 8: Salt Lake City, UT 


Chair: Paul W. Gossett 

1502 S. Boulder Ave #12B; Tulsa, OK 74119-4034; (918) 853-6204; <pwgossett@juno.com> 
Headquarters: Hilton Salt Lake City Airport Hotel 

5151 Wiley Post Way, Salt Lake City, UT 84116, (801) 539-1515 
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Mid-America Garden, LLC 


reign $ * US dollar 
O. Box 9008 


2015 


Introductions of 
Thomas Johnson 
& 

Paul Black 


INTRODUCING FOR 2013 


ICE PLANET 
$50 or 3/$100 
(Tasco ‘13) TB, 36”, M 
Crowned Heads X Ethereal Voices 


AUTUMN EXPLOSION 


$50 or 3/$100 
(Tasco ‘13) ТВ, 33”, EM/RE 
Mariposa Aut. X Celestial Explosion 


MOLTEN FLAME 


$50 or 3/$100 
(Tasco ‘13) TB, 34”, ML 
Hager orange sdlg X 
Golden Panther 


SPECIAL: 
All six 2013 intros pictured here 
(a $260 value) for only $175.00 


ATTENTION: AIS IRIS CLUBS / REGIONS: 


buy 1 intro special for $175.00, 
get another complete intro set 
l FREE as your THANK YOU GIFT! 
ENCHANTER’S SPELL 
$30 or 3/$60 
(Tasco ‘13) AB (OGB), 36”, M 


(Energizer x Bagdad's Folly) 
X Kalifa’s Robe 


IF ORDERING FROM THIS AD: 
shipping $10 
CA residents add 896 tax 
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ALAKAZAM 
$30 or 3/$60 
(Tasco 13) AB (OGB), 36”, M 
(Energizer x Des. Embroidery) X 
Des. Embroidery 


STORM RIDER 
$50 or 3/$100 
(Tasco *13) TB, 36", M 
Blk. Magic Woman X Drama Queen 


IRIS GARDENS 


2536 Old Highway (Dept A13) 
Cathey's Valley CA 95306-9738 
phone 209-966-6277 
e-mail <randrcv@sierratel.com> 
http://facebook.com/superstitionirisgardens 


© 


Sutton S Tahitian $ 


Iris Gardens v; 


16592 Road 208 

Porterville, CA 93257 (~ 

Phone ~ 1-888-558-5107 wG 

Fax ~ 1-559-784-6701 = 

Email ~ info@suttoniris.com £ "T \ 
Р | 


Hawalian 
Sunrise 
$55 


" 
Sur 


exas Iwo 
Step $55 


Static Bom 
Electricity 
$55 


Spri g Waters 
(SDB) $15 


Grapenut ЧР N 
(BB) $30 Butter Rum % 


(IB) $25 чч a 
^ BI 5 
View these and Sutton’s other 2013 bearded introductions uebeard's 


г Gold (SDB) $15 
along with hundreds of other bearded iris in our full color old (SORTS 
catalog or online at www.suttoniris.com Full Color Catalog $5 


A 


In Your Backyard 


What's happening in your garden? A reader-driven feature in Irises! 
Submit your stories and photos to the editor for future inclusion in this segment! 


By Carol-Jo Shonka, Wisconsin 


Sharing lrises 


It is a familiar question—a stranger approaches asking, 
“What do you do with the leftover iris plants that do 
not sell? Would you be willing to donate any of them?” 
Often times the answer is “no.” But once in a while a 
club is presented with quite the opportunity. 

One of our members of the Wisconsin Iris Society, 
a Master Gardener, was approached by a fellow Master 
Gardener who likes to rejuvenate overgrown weedy 
garden plots around the area. She had been working 
on some plots with an employee of a local performing 
arts center. First she asked for a rhizome donation, but 
after talking with her, it became evident that she was not 
familiar with proper iris planting techniques. Most iris 
growers are particular about the plants they give away. 
They are their babies and insist they go to a good home. 
We realized quickly that this required a contribution of 
more than just rhizomes. 


The Sharon Lynn Wilson Performing Arts Center in 
Mitchell Park in Brookfield, Wisconsin was conceived in 
1993 and completed in January 2002. The garden plots on 
the property had not had much tending for the last eight 
years. Before we made the commitment to contribute our 
irises and labor to rebuild one of their gardens, we did 
some reading on the arts center website (http://www. 
wilson-center.com/). The center was built with donations 
and bonds for the purpose of supporting the arts both 
locally and regionally in the Greater Milwaukee area. 

Our goal was to showcase to the public the different 
classes of bearded irises. Our club members donated 
median and dwarf irises in addition to tall bearded 
varieties. One quarter of the garden include unnamed 
varieties, but the rest are named varieties that we made 
sure were labeled well enough to last through the winter 
so we can identify the plants with quality stainless steel 


tags in spring 2013. There is still a quarter of the plot 
available to add more iris plants in 2013. 

There is no sprinkler system set up for this garden 
area. To design the garden, we needed plants that were 
somewhat deer-proof and xeric. After taking a few years 
to establish, this garden will need to be able to thrive with 
only average rainfall most years. We were hoping for plants 
that would bloom across three seasons. We attempted 
to avoid planting things that were already included in 
the adjacent two Master Gardener gardens for the sake 
of visual variety. And most importantly, due to lack of 
funds, we needed plants that were cost-effective or free. 
In addition to the irises our club members donated, we 
planted yucca, sages, chrysanthemums, asters, lavender, 
daylilies, grape hyacinths, alliums and daffodils. 

Originally these gardens planted with 
decorative grasses, Monarda and a few other native 
Midwestern wildflowers. The grasses had completely 
overrun the garden plot so it required digging the entire 
garden by hand. We found a rat’s nest of 3/8” thick, five- 
foot long grass roots more than a foot under the soil. The 
weeding, digging and clearing took so long to complete, 
the bareroot rhizomes were potted up to stimulate root 
growth since it was early October before they were even 
placed in their new garden home. 

The soil underneath all that grass is excellent—well- 
drained and full of nutrients. The plot is located on the 
crest and down the northwest slope of a hill with full sun 
all day. Of the handful of garden plots there, this one 
is closest to the road and can be seen from the walking 
trails through the meadow quite a distance from across 
the road. In a few years when the garden has fully grown 


were 


plants, peak bloom ought to be sensational from a quarter 
mile away in three directions. 

The performing arts center graciously allowed us 
to decide which plants to install and what label system 
to use. We hope to add a permanent donation marker 
explaining the garden plot in the future. 

By donating our time and irises we hope to 
encourage local interest in growing irises and perhaps 
even grow our membership over time, while giving back 
to our community. We found this also to be an excellent 
opportunity to work with fellow gardeners, reaching out 
to other garden clubs in the area through the Wisconsin 
Master Gardener Program. They could have asked any 
other garden club to donate some other kind of plants, 
but we were fortunate to have been chosen to showcase 
our favorite irises. % 


A sculpture of Sandhill cranes symbolizes the Sharon Lynn 
Wilson Center for the Arts. 


Photos below left to right: 


Garden plot in overgrown 


condition prior to remodeling. 
Volunteers removing weeds. 
Tilling the weeded bed. 
Planting the new bed. 


Newly rejuvenated 


garden plot. 


By Jerry Wilhoit, Illinois 


Saving Your Next Iris Show 


We say it every year: “This has been a strange iris 
season.” What is normal anymore? Mother Nature 
always seems to throw us something unexpected. In 
2012, almost everything bloomed three weeks early. 
How do we save our iris shows? One way may be to 
grow a few Louisiana irises. 

As most of you already know, Louisiana irises are 
native to the United States. Five species make up the 
gene pool for our modern Louisianas—/. hexagona, I. 
brevicaulis, I. fulva, I. giganticaerulea, and I. nelsonit. 
Iris hexagona inhabits the southeastern Atlantic and Gulf 
coasts. Iris brevicaulis and I. fulva extend northward up 
the Mississippi River valley. Iris giganticaerulea grows 
mainly in the coastal marshes of Louisiana. Iris nelsonii is 
only found in the Abbeville region of Louisiana. All the 
species occur most abundantly in south Louisiana, thus 
the name. However, Г. fulva and I. brevicaulis have been 
known to grow in Arkansas, Missouri, Ohio, Indiana, 
and even southern Illinois. Thus, we can expect to get 
more hardiness from hybrids of these two species. Of the 
two, I. brevicaulis is quite hardy and offers adaptability 
to low winter temperatures. It is also the latest blooming 
of all the Louisiana species. 

I should mention the Australian varieties briefly. 
Early cultivars from Australia were difficult to grow and 
multiply here in Illinois and other locales. Over the years, 
with expansion of their gene pool, later introductions 
bloom better and some are quite prolific. One to mention 
is ‘Cherry Twist’ (Pryor, 2002), a cherry red with yellow 
overtones and a slight twist to the falls. 

In central Illinois, bloom season for Louisianas runs 
from late May into early June. In 2012, bloom was about 
three weeks early. Since most iris shows are scheduled 
around tall bearded bloom time, in an early season, 
Louisianas are still blooming in mid-May. In 2012, the 
first Louisianas at our garden bloomed around May 6. 
They bloom earlier in the water due to more constant 
and warmer temperatures. In our normal garden beds, 
bloom started about May 10. 

Lousiana bloom at our garden was spectacular; much 
better than the bearded iris even though we did not get 
the rain we should have had. The first Louisiana to bloom 
was ‘Red Velvet Elvis’ (Vaughn, 1997). It still had blooms 
May 30. ‘Lone Star’ (Campbell, 1997) is one of the last 
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to bloom. It began blooming about May 22. If you select 
early and late flowering varieties, you will most always 
have some type of iris for your show. 

In our garden, I would be hard pressed to pick a favorite 
Louisiana or even a dozen. One of the most floriferous 
was ‘Midnight Spirit’ (Morgan, 1992), a deep velvety dark 
purple. It was full of bloom both in the water and in dry 
soil. A good yellow is always ‘Sunny Episode’ (Rowlan, 
1984) and of course ‘Dixie Deb’ (Chowning, 1951). 

There are many good reds including ‘Red Velvet 
Elvis’, old but true ‘Ann Chowning’ (Chowning, 1977), 
and ‘Kristin Nicholas’ (Albers by M. & J. Wilhoit, 
2007), a deep maroon with almost no signal. If you want 
showy, ‘Matthew’ (Durio, R. 2000) is medium red with a 
yellow spray signal. An almost orange is ‘Morgan Dixie’ 
(Morgan by M. & J. Wilhoit, 2009). 

Blues range from light blue to deep navy. Some of 
our favorites include ‘Sea Knight’ (Morgan, 1989), dark 
blue with orange line signal; ‘Clyde Redmond’ (Arny, 
1971), cornflower blue; and ‘Night Thunder’ (Morgan, 
2001), a dark violet almost black. 

I have only mentioned a few. I could go on 
indefinitely. You need to visit a garden when in full 
bloom to pick your favorites. In 2012, Mid-Illinois Iris 
Society and Southern Illinois Iris Society sponsored an 
in-garden judges’ training session on Louisianas in Steve 
Poole's and Dave Bartok's gardens in Eldorado, Illinois. 
We point scored two named varieties and one seedling, 
LAB 05 (Hooker Nichols). All received scores in the 
mid- to high 80s with LAB 05 receiving an average score 
of 88. LAB 05 is a tall white self. The most popular iris 
was also a Hooker Nichols seedling, LAB 11, a sunfast 
bright yellow with as many as 13 buds per stalk later 
named ‘Melody Wilhoit’, for my wife. 

In short, grow a few more Louisianas and save all 
of the cancelled shows. To have Louisianas for your 
show, you will need six to twelve varieties. To have good 
bloom, they will need at least two years to grow. Pick 
some and try them. You will not be disappointed. When 
you have an early bloom season, you will have irises to 
take to the show. You will also be able to educate the 
public who rarely see Louisianas. Even if we never have 
a bloom season like 2012, you will extend your garden 
bloom by two or three weeks each season. % 


Irises listed left-right, 
top-bottom 


‘Cherry Twist’ 
j ‘Kristen Nicholas’ 
‘Matthew’ 
Р s ‘Melody Wilhoit’ 
‘Midnight Spirit’ 
‘Red Velvet Elvis’ 
‘Reverchon Snowfall’ 


‘Sunny Episode’ 


All photos: Jerry Wilhoit 
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WINTERBERRY GARDENS INTRODUCTIONS FOR 2013 
1225 REYNOLDS RD., CROSS JUNCTION, VA 22625 E-MAIL <VSPOON@AOL.COM> 


E ча 
GOLD LANTERN (SDB RE) $20 


FRANK NAYLOR (SDB) $20 


Visit our website for more photos 
and complete descriptions. 
<www.winterberryirises.com> 
To order our descriptive color 
catalog with over 1300 varieties 
send $5 to Winterberry Gardens. 


TEAL LINES (SDB ) $20 ZUMBA (IB) $25 


Dancing Days Shouting Match My Lady’s Manor 


KEPPEL INTRODUCTIONS for 2013 


TALL BEARDED 
COTILLION GOWN EM 35" (Juicy Rumours X Are We in Love) 
OE К mg n. n. Ж. mE ee та PNE A з. Лее ЫА ЫМ Tr $50.00 
DANCING DAYS M 35" (Silk Road X Roaring Twenties)............ $50.00 


Cotillion Gown 


FANCY IDEAS M 35" (((Telepathy x Moonlit Water) x Blyth 1140-3) 
ОЕ Е росто ЕВЕ 5 Б Ы ла ааш $50.00 


SHOUTING MATCH ML 34" ((Rio sib x (Prince George х Braggado- 
CONAN PS О а £8. ре ааа ce Ae Wold chr de ice sea $50.00 


TIME ALONE M 38" ((Palace Gossip x Spice Lord) X I've Got Rhythm) 


and from Philip W. Remare ... 


MY LADY'S MANOR (Remare 2013) M 40" ((Helen Dawn x Sea Pow- 
eripe viysDelove e. E ESER en ne s $50.00 


BORDER BEARDED 


ART GLASS EM 24" (Soft Word X Entangled) .............................. $30.00 
Art Glass 


WISECRACK M 27" (Brazilian Art sib X (Undercurrent x Parisian 


July/August shipping, Priority Mail ~~ Please add $9.50 postage/packing 


KEITH KEPPEL 
P.O. Box 18154, Salem, OR 97305 


"E www.keithkeppeliris.com 
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Standards & Falls 


COMPILED BY THE EDITORIAL STAFF 


In this new, regular feature, the editorial staff has culled the iris world for the latest news and notable findings. 
Combining both Milestones and Section Happenings with the addition of a fresh-every-issue assortment of tidbits, 
Standards & Falls will channel what’s hot in the world of trises, straight from the Internet to your coffee table. 


Milestones 


Annette Brown (March 2013) 

Annette Brown of Denison, TX, Region 17 was 
out there on the drop edge of yonder for about three 
months before dying of a rare blood disease on March 
2, 2013. She was looking forward to both the AIS 2013 
Convention visitors and the Society for Louisiana Irises 
visitors being in her garden to see the over 500 bearded, 
spuria and Louisiana irises in her convention beds and 
the over 600 irises in her personal beds. Throughout 
the tours, I am sure she will be there in spirit. She was 
also scheduled to be Show Chairman for the SLI 724 
Annual Show set for April 23, 2013. 

Dell Perry reported that Annette had been an 
Iris Society of Dallas member for over 25 years and 
was president at least twice. At her death she was 
also president of the Texoma Rainbow Iris Society, a 
position she held several times before. 

She became a Garden and Exhibition Judge in 
2008 and had taught many in-garden classes at her 
garden in Denison. She was the go-to-person for bus 
transportation for any kind of garden tours, including 
the 2013 AIS and SLI Conventions. She liked and 
grew all kinds of irises, but had a special place in her 
heart for Louisianas and anything Ghio. While others 
struggled with Ghio irises, she could grow them to 
perfection—she had sandy soil, and they loved it. She 
was always true to her red hair, even when she had 
to remind it that it was red; she was a strong willed, 
reliable, independent lady who let you know in no 
uncertain terms if she disagreed with you, thought 
you were wrong, or had an opinion on something. 
There was no beating around the bush with Annette— 


she told you straight up. My type of gal. 
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Stanley Jack Baird, Ph.D. (1923 - 2012) 

Stan Baird, 89, of Blue Lake, CA, in 
Region 14, died on October 18, 2012 at Mad 
River Hospital in Arcata, California. He was 
born on March 26, 1923 in Red Oak, Iowa 
and graduated from Wapello High School in 
1941. Stan received his B.A. from Iowa State 
Teachers College in 1947 and his Master of 
Business Education from the University of 
Colorado in 1952. In June 1967 he was awarded 
his Doctorate of Education by Oregon State 
University. He was a longtime professor at 
Humboldt State University. 

Stan was an AIS Life member since 1975, 
and founder in 1979 of the Humboldt Iris 
Society for which he served as first president. 
Stan was active in many flower organizations 
including societies for roses, daylilies and 
daffodils. He became an icon in the American 
Daffodil Society, which he joined in 1964. 
He was an Accredited Daffodil Judge and 
a Judging Schools instructor. In 1994, the 
ADS awarded Stan its prestigious Silver 
Medal, recognizing his continual outstanding 
service to the Society. He was also awarded 
the American Rose Society’s Bronze Medal 
and the rose garden at Humboldt Botanical 
Garden will be named in his honor. Many 
of his plants have been transplanted to the 
botanical garden. 

He is survived by four nieces and one 
nephew. A memorial celebration was held in his 
garden at Blue Lake on November 4, 2012. 


Karen Bergamo (1947 - 2012) 

Patricia Randall reported that 
our friend Karen Bergamo, 65, of 
Albuquerque, NM, in Region 23, 
suddenly passed away December 6, 2012. 

Everyone will remember Karen 
because of her easy smile and boundless 
energy. A willing helper, Karen was an 
AIS life member and a Master Judge. 
She had also been a past Assistant RVP 
and RVP of Region 23, having served 
three years in each office. She was also a 
member ofthe Arıl Society International 
for whom she assisted many years with 
the compilation and revisions to the 
Aril/Arilbred checklist. 

Prior to her passing she was serving 
as the vice president and programs 
chairman of the Tall Bearded Iris Society, 
treasurer of the Enchanted Vista Iris 
Society of Rio Rancho, New Mexico 
and as Judges’ Training chairman of 
Region 23 (a position she served in for 
many years). 

She is survived by her husband John, 
son Terry and his wife Rosemary and 


two grandchildren; Michael and Mia. 


Floyd Wickencamp (1911 - 2012) 

Darol Jurn reported on the passing of Floyd 
Wickenkamp, 101, of Sun City, AZ, in Region 15. He 
died November 28, 2012 after a long and productive 
life as an electrical engineer and spuria iris hybridizer. 
Born in Nebraska, his family later homesteaded in 
Wyoming and Floyd attended the University of 
Wyoming, graduating with two degrees in electrical 
engineering. He began his professional career in 1936 as 
a radio announcer and engineer. He joined the Federal 
Communications Commission in 1940, got a direct 
commission as an officer in 1942 in the U.S. Army Signal 
Corps serving until September 1946 when he returned 
to the FCC, retiring in 1970 as Chief of the Engineering 
and Facilities Division of the Field Engineering Bureau. 

Wickenkamp began hybridizing at age 69 in 1980 
and introduced 20 spurias. His first was his most popular 
‘Son Of Sun’ in 1983. It won the President’s Cup at the 
1987 AIS Convention in Phoenix in a landslide with 
133 votes of 337 ballots recorded and went on to win 


the Nies Award in 1987 and the Nies Medal in 1994. 
His garden in Sun City was on tour with a major focal 
point of over 100 cacti imported from Mexico, South 
America and Africa. I will always remember the cactus 
wren feeding her babies in their nest in a very large 
cereus cactus. And there wasn’t any grass—the yard was 
delineated from the neighbors by the different colored 
gravel! Spurias, TBs and LAs were growing tall among 
the cacti. 

Floyd was a member of the Spuria Iris Society (SIS) 
since 1968, serving as newsletter editor 1979-1982 and 
SIS secretary-treasurer 1983-1994. He received the 
SIS Distinguished Service Award in 1995. Of his 20 
introductionss, nine received the Award of Merit from 
‘Kitt Peak’ (1987) 111994 through ‘Wyoming Cowboys’ 
(1994) in 2002. A complete list of winners and a life 
biography from 2004 is contained in the Winter 2013 
issue of the Spuria News. 
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HIPS was founded in 1988, so 2013 is its 25^ Anniversary. The latest 
issue of ROOTS: The Journal of the Historic Iris Preservation Society, 
contains lots of photos, including those of several Lloyd Austin irises and 
comparisons of a number of historic yellow irises. Also in this issue was a 
really interesting, and mostly still pertinent, article on iris hybridizing by 
Grace Sturtevant. This article appeared in The Garden Magazine in June 
1917. In it, Miss Sturtevant states: “Iris raising is a delightful hobby and 
I hope that many will ride it for I consider the iris as worthy of a society 
of its own as many of the other flowers and a society is only one way to 
meet and consult with other enthusiasts.” That was three years prior to 
the founding of the AIS! Another article, reprinted from Flower Grower 
Magazine in 1933, describes the hybridizing efforts to that time of William 
Mohr, Hans and Jacob Sass, Ferd Cayeux, and William R. Dykes. For 
historic iris lovers, interesting reading to say the least, though we may not 
now agree with all the views of the author. 


There are lots of new things happening Did you know that more and more arilbreds can be grown 
in the Dwarf Iris Society. A new checklist of in places you never thought of growing them? Aril Society 
miniature dwarf irises will be completed this International offered new members signing up at the Dallas 
spring and some copies will be available for sale convention a free packet of seeds to try a rhizome from its 
at the AIS Convention in Dallas. The Dwarf annual sale. It’s easy to get sucked in to the beauty of arilbreds 


Iris Society also has a new CD of powerpoint with photos of varieties like Keith Keppel’s ‘Eye To Eye’ (2009). 
slides showing about 75 photos of MDBs. The 
CD sells for $15. 

In addition, a new website for the DIS is 
up and running at www.dwarfıris.org , and they 
are working on a shopping cart to purchase 
items online at the website. 


The Reblooming Iris Society has two half- 
hour tall bearded rebloom programs on one 
CD for sale for $20 plus $2.00 shipping via 
Rose Kinnard, Membership Secretary, 1649 
Madison 504, Fredericktown, MO 63645. 
Over 100 reblooming irises are featured in each 
powerpoint program. Proceeds support full- 
color printing of the The Reblooming Recorder. 
The new 2012 RIS Checklist is also available at 
the same address above for $20 plus $2 postage. 
Additionally, the 2012 CD Checklist is $15 plus 
$1.50 postage. ‘Eye To Eye’ (2009) 
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Fleur de Lis 


The Winter 2012 issue of Fleur de Lis was the last issue 
; e: for Tom Dillard, after nearly a decade as editor of the journal. 
remm He is replaced by Jaime Cloud, of Shreveport, LA. The winter 

г. ы. diae Ио issue includes an in-depth article by Patrick O’Connor on 

VEM “The Louisiana Iris Conservation Society: A Missing Chapter 

in Our History." The Louisiana Iris Conservation Society, 

originally called The Louisiana Iris Society, was organized 
in December 1931 and predated the current Society for 

Louisiana Irises, founded in 1941. This excellent account of 

"i à | the Louisiana Iris Conservation Society is wonderful reading 

p N d for irisarians of all stripes. From my view, this article advances 
a TM another dimension to our understanding of the current appeal 

1 А апа popularity of Louisiana irises, relative to the history of 
2 the SLI itself. 


A few teaser photos of some of the new Siberian 
irises that may be seen at the convention are in the 


Check out the Median Iris Society’s new website at center pages of The Siberian Iris, Fall 2012 edition. 
www.medianiris.com. The webmaster is Bob Seaman. Also in that issue is an article by Patrick Spence, 
The Medianite, Fall 2012 edition, had two articles on “Turning 40 — Wait, I Already Did That!” about 
hybridizing and growing median irises that are not growing and hybridizing 40-chromosome Siberians. 
only quite informative, but entertaining as well. First, Another interesting read is “Polish Siberians” by Lech 
Dave Niswonger’s article, “More Intermediates?” Komarnicki, noting his growing and hybridizing 
gives an account of some of his interesting crosses and Siberians, starting from BIS and SIGNA seed, then 
resulting introductions, along with some great photos. hybridizing from the progeny. New officers of the 
The second article is by Stephanie Markham, entitled SSI are Chuck Simon, President; Barbara Sautner, 1* 
“MTB Musings”. This article outlines some of the Vice-President; Patrick Spence 2™ Vice-President. 


challenges in hybridizing MTBs, such as fertility and 

expansion of colors and patterns. Lessons learned from 

past hybridizers of MTBs are noted, and how they dealt 

with their challenges, finally resulting in an expanded 

gene pool and lots of new cultivars to work with. 
SIGNA elected new officers and 
directors as follows: 


President: Ken Walkup Hao Change 


The Siberian and Species Iris Convention, “A Capital 
(2013-2014) 


Idea”, is coming up June 6-8, 2013, headquartered in Vice President: 


Lansing, Michigan. This convention was postponed Bob Pries Anner Whitehead 
from last year due to a very early spring. The gardens and Treat (2013 — 2016) 
registration fee are the same as last year, and the hotel is Nick Stewart Darka Coch 


very close to last year’s rate. The tour gardens are Ensata 
Gardens, Jim and Jill Copeland’s garden, John and Jean 
Kaufmann’s garden, and Bob and Judy Hollingworth’s 
garden. A registration form can be downloaded from (Staggered 4 year terms) 


the SSI website at www.socsib.org. 


(2013 - 2016) 


Liselotte Hirsbrunner 
will continue her term 
ending in 2014. 


Secretary: Jody Nolin 


Directors at Large: 
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Another [па 


AIS Image Coordinator 
Janet Smith shared this lovely 
image of Chasmanthe floribunda 
with us. Known colloquially 
as African flags, this iris family 
member grows wonderfully in 
California, so much so that it has 
escaped from more than a few 
gardens and can occasionally 
be found in the wild. Despite 
its shared appearance with 
Crocosmia, phylogenetic studies 
conclude that it is actually more 
closely related to Babiana, 
another irid that thrives more 
aptly ın California gardens than 


anywhere else. 


uM en Dem = 


Iris WineCoolers? 


Back in February, John Veillette 
sent us this photo taken by his friend, 
botanist Dr. Richard Hebda while 
he was on a fieldtrip in Siberia. An 
iris fan himself, Dr. Hebda couldn’t 
resist and described the beverage 
as a cooler-type mix of sparkling 
wine and beer. Tasting result— 


Another “Other” Іпа 


Recently, a specimen of Trimezia flowered at the Greater Des 
Moines Botanical Garden. The plant, discovered in flower in the 
botanical garden’s conservatory by horticulture manager Kelly Norris, 
does not appear on any collection records from the last 10 years. 
Kelly promises he’s not roaming the conservatory planting other irids 
in his sleep! Seed of Trimezia and other garden worthy, subtropical 
irids are often available via the Species Iris Group of North America 
Seed Exchange and easily germinated. For more information about 
and photos of various Trimezia, visit the Pacific Bulb Society wiki at 
pacificbulbsociety.org. 


surprisingly good. Now if only that 
digitally altered flower callout of the 
" Rosso" flavor were real! 
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In a new paper published in the January-March 
2012 issue of the journal Systematic Botany, the genus 
Sisyrinchium got anew family tree, courtesy of authors Lisa 
Karst and Carol Wilson. Their paper entitled “Phylogeny 
of the New World Genus Sisyrinchium (Iridaceae) Based 
on Analyses of Plastid and Nuclear DNA Sequence Data” 
sought to resolve taxonomic confusion within the genus, 
which some scholars claim has upwards of 260 species. 
Amazingly, such delicate little flowers have generated 
quite a stir among scholars. In contrast to the vigorous 
academic discussion held forth in the paper, several small 
clumps of Sisyrinchium sp. were in bloom in the Mesquite, 
TX garden of Hooker and Bonnie Nichols during the 2013 
AIS Convention. The editorial staff lacked the confidence 
to positively identify said specimens. 


Members of the Sangamon Valley Iris 
Society spent a Sunday afternoon cleaning and 
readying the iris garden at Washington Park 
Botanical Gardens in Springfield, IL for another 
season. With the gardens looking 100% better 
by close of day, Margaret Kelly reported that 
the gardeners’ backs weren't exactly in the same 
condition. Do you tend a public iris garden? Share 
photos and stories of your experience for future 
inclusion in /rises. Email editor@irises.org with 
your contribution! 
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ВЕ STILL MY HEART 


(Hilton 2013) 


BE STILL MY HEART is bound to be a sure standout in your garden with its crisp, clean 
color and gorgeous form. Yellow buds open to reveal beautifully ruffled, warm white flowers 
with flushed yellow midribs on the standards and yellow hafts on the wide, flaring falls. 

The beards are orange deep in the throat, yellow in the mid section and white at the tips. 
Diamond dusting and delicate crimping prevail throughout the entire flower. Its thick, sturdy 
30” stalks require no staking and produce 3-4 well placed branches bearing 8-9 buds, with 
occasional counts as high as 11. BE STILL MY HEART is an absolutely glorious creation from 
two award winning iris (Melted Butter X Overjoyed). $45 incl. sh./hd. Supply limited. ML 


George Hilton: 146 Julia Avenue, Hamilton, NJ 08610, (609) 599-4262 


gahjr46@aol.com 
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Aitken's Salmon Creek Garden 


608 NW 119th St., Vancouver WA 98685 
(360)573-4472 aitken@flowerfantasy.net 
www.flowerfantasy.net 
See Catalog or Website for many 
more introductions and pictures 
Add $9.00 shipping when ordering from this ad 


TB - GOT THE POWER (Aitken ‘13) 
$50.00 


TB - VISIGOTH (M. Smith ‘13) 
$50.00 


BB - COSMIC DELIGHT (T. Aitken ‘13) 
$30.00 (Late fall rebloom) 
MTB - LITTLE WHITE TIGER 
(J. Witt *13) $20.00 


IB - WITCHFIRE (M. Smith *13) 
$20.00 


SDB - BENNETT'S STAR ^X | CATALOG $4.00 
(B. Jones ‘13) $18.00 MDB - HOT TIP (T. Aitken *13) 
$15.00 April/May 2013 AIS Bulletin 29 


Annually, many iris lovers take pride in growing and 
grooming the best specimen stalks of iris flowers for 
competition in local shows around the country. Longtime 
iris judge and hybridizer Cindy Rust shares her tips and 


tricks for a dynamo exhibition. 


It will help to define why it is you wish to enter your 
irises in a show. There are usually four reasons and they 
are as follows: a) you want to support your club and have 
some nice irises to show the public, b) you are interested in 
winning blue ribbons and maybe Best Specimen of Show, 
c) you are interested in winning so many blue ribbons that 
you quality for the Silver Medal for most blue ribbons of 
the show, d) you have a seedling you would like to show. 
You should identify your particular reason for entering a 
show, because each reason can result in a different approach. 

If you are participating mainly to support your club 
and your real interest is in the garden, good for you. There 
are ways to exhibit some irises without decimating your 
garden display. The best approach is to choose a stalk from 
a larger clump. You are unlikely to miss one stalk from such 
a large clump. If you cut the only stalk from a newer variety, 
you will miss it more. For the exhibitor who is entering 
shows mainly to support their local club, I suggest bringing 
between six and twelve stalks. It will give the public a fair 
chance to see what grows well in your garden and still leave 
most of your flowers in your garden. If you will follow the 
advice in the rest of this article, you should not be surprised 
to win a few blue ribbons in the bargain. 

If your desire is to win blue ribbons and Best Specimen 
of Show, you will need to begin planning early. You don’t 
need a large number of stalks to enter; you only need a few 
close-to-perfect ones. Begin with selection of the varieties 
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you grow. Don’t order an iris with just a pretty face. Do 
a little more detective work and choose the ones with 
superb branching, high bud count, and heavy substance. 
You can win Best Specimen with an entry with only one 
open bloom. But, if there is an entry with two, three or four 
non-interfering perfect blooms out, your one open bloom 
entry is not going to beat it. This is not necessarily a good 
garden trait, where less blooms out at once usually give a 
longer overall season, but it is a really good bet for Best 
Specimen. Also, pass by the very top irises that consistently 
win Best Specimen and choose the very latest iris you can 
afford that has all the qualities the tried and true ones have. 
You will thus avoid a knock-down, drag-out fight between 
four stalks of “Dusky Challenger’ (Schreiners, 1986), for 
instance. By choosing the best qualified varieties to grow, 
half your work will be done for you. You must plant and 
maintain your show stock well. Keep them weeded, lightly 
fed, watered when there is drought and divided on time. 
Begin looking for your Best Specimen winner when 
they first come up. If you grow 25 top flight show irises 
that bloom around the same time, you should be able to 
spotlight three or four for your show. If your season is 
windy (and especially if it is also wet), stake your choices 
early. Even with spectacular branching, you might want 
to offer them some help with padding. Any branch that 
looks too close to the stalk, or too close to another flower, 
should be padded out early in the garden. You can use 
folded or crumpled up paper towels hand tailored to fit 
each branch. Don’t try to wedge it out too far at first 
or the branch will break. Don’t make the toweling too 
large or heavy or it will break your stalk in wind or rain. 
Snug the toweling cautiously into the bend of stalk and 
branch just a bit the first day. The next day, snug it a bit 


more until you have the branch corrected a little bit past 
where you want it to be in the end. When you remove 
the toweling, the branch will go back towards the stalk 
just a bit. This advice is also for those wanting to win 
blue rıbbons and a Silver Medal for most blue ribbons. 
You will increase your blue rıbbons and purple rosettes 
exponentially if you master padding out your branching. 
It is not difficult to do and becomes easier with practice. 

Finally, don’t leave your contenders for Best 
Specimen in the garden until the morning of the show. 
Check your weather forecasts frequently so you don’t 
take any chances. A storm will ruin any entry if it is bad 
enough. Cut your stalks at least the day before the show 
and possibly several days before if inclement weather 
threatens. You must store them properly. Place each stalk 
in its own bottle and wedge it upright immediately! If 
you leave it laid sloppily on its side in a bucket or bottle, 
its excellent shape will be compromised—so don’t do it! 
If the stalk is already in prime condition, store it in a dark 
and cool place. If it is in danger of being past prime, store 
it in a dark and cool place. If it may not be ready in time, 
store it in full light in a warm room with warm, but not 
water in its bottle. I have coaxed blooms open by putting 
them close to a light bulb, but not so close as to burn 
the blooms. A steamy warm, but not hot room such as a 
small bathroom with hot water in the basin and the door 
shut will also be helpful. You can actually refrigerate 
blooms, but here your family will probably protest. 

If you are most interested in winning so many blue 
ribbons that you qualify for the Silver Medal for Most 
Blue Ribbons of the show, you will have to bring more 
entries and thus will be working harder than anyone else. 
The minimum number of blue ribbon stalks you need 
are twenty to twenty-five. You have a realistic chance of 
winning the Silver Medal with this number. You should 
realize there are a few people that will bring 80 blue ribbon 
winners to a show, but they are rare. If you run into one of 
these super competitors, my advice is to offer them your 
heart-felt congratulations and be happy with the Bronze 
Medal. If you think otherwise, my advice of 25 blue ribbon 
winners is not going to do it for you. You are not interested 
in purple rosettes but large numbers of blue ribbons. Pass 
by the super show irises with branching to the sky and 4 
open blooms. They are too time consuming for you and 
too risky. They will only knock the judge’s socks off if 
they are perfect and that is hard to achieve. Go for irises 
with good non-interfering but not candelabra branching. 
For a main season bearded show, take a hard look at the 
MTB class. They have naturally superlative branching and 
bud count, they are small and easy to transport and harder 
to injure. Remember this: the larger a flower is, the easier 


it is to damage; the more flowers there are, the more the 
chance for interference or injury. A blue ribbon winner 
doesn’t have to be spectacular, but it does have to be fresh 
and without major faults. 

The last reason for entering an iris show is that you 
have a seedling you would like to exhibit. The rule book 
says that seedlings don’t need to be groomed. Don’t 
you believe it! You never know when you will run 
into a competitor that is interested in no class but the 
seedling class. If you bring in a nice seedling and dump 
it sideways into a container with ugly brown folded and 
bleeding flowers to show off its bud count, a serious 
hybridizer will come along and blast you right out of the 
water; so groom your seedlings. Don’t bring just another 
blue or yellow. You need to bring something different 
with apparent improvements. The judges will appreciate 
a small pedigree especially if your seedling is from a wide 
cross or involves a species. If it is a reliable rebloomer, 
write that on the entry tag. Reliable rebloom is rare and a 
true improvement in any color or class. Even a complete 
amateur can come up with a winning seedling. Present it 
properly and you can win a blue ribbon! Remember the 
judges are looking for seedlings that are an improvement 
or very different from what is already on the market. 

Contenders for Best Specimen and winning enough 
blue ribbons to win Silver Medal have one thing in common. 
They must be perfectly groomed and that means attention 
to detail. First, arrange your stalk in a bottle that shows it 
to best effect. You can choose proportionate size, color and 
style. Bottles should be free of writing or advertising. You 
are trying to enhance your iris, not show off your container. 
Wedge the stalk at the best height for it (and if you are in 
the median classes, measure your entries if you have any 
doubts) and then turn the bottle slowly round to view each 
angle. Every entry has a best side—that is the side you want 
to present to the judge first. Make sure your bottle is clean, 
the water in it is sparkling clean and the bottle is as full as 
possible without leaking (heavy bottles are most stable); the 
tag is complete, legible and neatly shut. You can coordinate 
bloom colors, bottles, rubber bands, etc. They can match 
or contrast. You would be shocked how hard it is to pass 
up a white iris in a deep blue bottle, for instance. If you are 
exhibiting an iris that naturally branches from the ground 
(such as various Iris aphylla varieties), you will need to skip 
the bottle altogether and use a small shallow container such 
as a condiment cup with a pin-holder affixed with some kind 
of tack adhesive. There is no way to stuff that low branch into 
a show bottle, so you will not be penalized for this. Tuck the 
entry tag neatly under the edge of the cup and don’t dangle it 
from a branch. There should be no fingerprints, insects, dirt 
or webs anywhere on your entry. Check in the style arms 
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and underneath the petals. If you are very careful, you don’t 
need to wipe down your stalks to remove fingerprints; cut 
them low and carry them low or very high right up under 
the top flower and there will be no finger prints and you can 
preserve the nice powdery substance on the stalks. If there is 
a big fingerprint in the middle of the stalk, you will be wiping 
the whole thing down. 

Don’t strip all the leaves from your entries. Sometimes 
a nice leaf will really balance out an entry that is short 
on bud count and give you a blue ribbon in the process. 
Leave extra foliage on the beardless entries. If you strip 
all the leaves from a beardless entry, the judges will know 
immediately that you do not understand this class of irises. 
Foliage should be neat and without major damage. If you 
can remove small imperfections along the edges, do so. 
Follow the natural contour of the leaf. Be careful trimming 
leaves, because if you get very far from the edge and take 
too much, the whole leaf will gap open very unattractively 
and it will never win a blue. When trimming foliage, cut 
downwards with the scissors and not upwards, because it 
will produce a smoother, cleaner cut. 

There are things you can fix and things you can’t fix. 
Things you can’t fix include fading flowers or folding 
flowers, top branched entries with lots of flowers 
touching (you can shorten the stalk just so much as an 
astute judge will still realize the variety is top branched), 
flowers that are crowded against the stem to distortion 
or badly interfering with each other, damaged spathes, 
holes, tears (unless they are natural) and badly under- 
grown or overgrown (if median) stalks. 

There are surprisingly many things you can tinker with 
and still win a blue ribbon. With a bit of practice you will 
know a blue ribbon winner in your garden the moment you 
see it. Don’t fill up your grooming tables with irises you 
know can’t win a blue ribbon. You should do all of your 
grooming at home before you ever get to the show. Put your 
good stalk into its chosen show bottle. Wedge it securely 
and most of the time the best material to use for this purpose 
is light green carpet padding. Cut it into appropriate size 
strips and if the stalk is straight, fold it over and wedge it 
neatly in front of the entry. If the entry stalk has a small 
circumference (such as a median or dwarf) you might neatly 
encircle the entire stem and push it down flush with the lip 
of the bottle. If a stalk is short with heavy branching, and 
the stalk can’t touch the bottom of the bottle for support, 
the padding alone will never hold it. Here it is best to use 
another sturdy stalk and slice the back off flat with a knife. 
The wedge needs to be long enough to hold steadily against 
your show stalk, but not so long that it is obtrusive. This 
is not splicing, which is unethical and unacceptable. Use a 
dark bottle, not a crystal clear one, as you don’t want it to 
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be obvious that your specimen needs this much support. 
You can open a partially opened bloom if it is loose enough. 
You must have time and patience for this, as well as a bright 
and warm spot. Blow on your hands and then place them in 
a loose cup around the bloom you want to open. Carefully 
breathe warm air onto the bloom and little by little pry open 
the falls. If you hurry or force the blooms, they will tear and 
your entry will be ruined. You can also straighten bends 
in stalks, but you will need time, patience and nice, warm 
hands. Blow warm air onto your hands and then wrap them 
tightly around the stalk you want to straighten. When the 
stalk feels warm and more limber, start to slowly straighten 
it. Bend and hold, warm and bend. The thinner and shorter 
the stem is you wish to straighten, the easier and quicker it 
is to do so. 

When all of your stalks are groomed and perfectly 
fitted into their show bottles with their entry tags filled 
out, it is time to pack them. You need a sturdy box or tub 
for this purpose and it should be small enough for you 
to pack and carry without strain. Bottles full of water are 
heavier than you might think. Load your show bottles 
into boxes one by one and don’t crowd them. They must 
hold absolutely steady under movements of the road, so be 
sure to leave enough spaces between them that the flowers 
don’t jostle into one another and break. You can use a 
combination of paper towels, Styrofoam peanuts, hand 
towels, empty bottles for steadier spacing, or whatever you 
like to pack between them so they won’t move in their box. 
You can load boxes with shorter stalks on your seats but 
the taller ones will need to sit on the floor. Remember this 
is a narrower space. Sometimes, the taller ones have to be 
loaded into their boxes on the floor one by one, or they can 
be beheaded by the car door or the seats front or aft. For the 
shorter stalks on the seats, don’t forget that car seats slant 
towards the back, so you must stuff a jacket or some kind 
of padding under the edge of the box nearest the back of the 
seat or the whole thing will shift and crash backwards into 
your seat! You can load everything the night before if your 
garage isn’t too hot or do it the morning of the show. Do 
not rush while loading or unloading your entries and don’t 
become distracted. It is so easy to ruin all your work in a 
short space, so you must concentrate. Do leave at least half 
an hour early so you can drive slowly and not become upset 
at stoplights, etc. 

The secret of competing successfully at your local 
show is moderation as to the number of things you bring 
and doing everything beforehand you possibly can. Take 
care of all the little details with due diligence and your 
entries will be set apart. Then, you can enjoy the show 
and your iris friends. You shouldn’t be surprised to take 
home your share of blue ribbons, either! < 


Gold has become a hot commodity on today’s financial 
markets. Investors have placed the yellow metal in their 
portfolios as a hedge against inflation and economic 
instability. Increased demand has led to skyrocketing 
prices over the past decade, so miners of all stripes are 
scouring the countryside searching for their ticket to 
fame and fortune. The bonanza has spawned two cable 
reality shows following enthusiastic upstarts chasing 
their dreams on land and sea in the treacherous Alaska 
wilderness. Gold exploration, however, is a high stakes 
game and failure, not success, is the usual outcome. 

Reblooming iris breeding operates under a similar 
premise. Fall flowering is recessive; the trait can take 
generations to 
consistently show up 
in seedlings. Intention, 
instinct, courage and lots 
of patience are crucial 
qualities needed for 
long-term success. My 
mentor and friend, the 
late Dr. Lloyd “Doc” 

Zurbrigg had these gifts 

plus a little luck. The gene pool however is still a limited 
one after 50 years of development by Zurbrigg and other 
major rebloom players. Has the genetic prowess of older 
releases been totally exhausted? Due to poor promotion 
and distribution, the answer in most cases is probably “no.” 

Lloyd Zurbrigg had the great fortune to meet and 
work with his mentor, the late Dr. Raymond Smith 
during his doctorate studies at Indiana University. Smith 
recognized the value of ‘Gibson Girl’ (J. Gibson, 1946) and 
he used the mulberry colored plicata as the foundation for 
his rebloom breeding program. ‘Gibson Girl’ offspring, 
‘Purple Duet’ (R. Smith, 1965) and ‘Replicata’ (R. Smith, 
1964) are behind Lloyd’s ‘I Do’ (Zurbrigg, 1973). Likewise, 
‘Re-Treat (К. Smith, 1976) with a similar lineage shows 
up in the background of ‘Northward Ho’ (Zurbrigg, 
1991). Smith reblooming plicata genetics in subsequent 
Zurbrigg breeding lines would prove to be both a blessing 
and a curse. The remedies to cure shortcomings in future 
seedlings would take decades to discover. 

‘Gibson Girl gave reliable fall flowering to its 
descendants. The downside was atrocious flower form, 
stalk height and branching. Non-remontant bearded iris 
breeding on the other hand already enjoyed decades of 
intense development to address these floral faults before 
the initial tall bearded reblooming introductions hit 
the iris marketplace. The comparison made rebloomers 
look second rate. The challenge for Zurbrigg and other 


remontant pollen daubers was to find parents with 


improved flower form without sacrificing fall reliability 
in Eastern microclimates—easier said than done. 

Progress was slow at first. As the gene pool expanded, 
advances started showing up in Doc's seedling rows. ‘I 
Do' (Zurbrigg, 1974) was a major breakthrough; a white 
self with hints of green and violet on the standards, its 
flowers represented improvement in form. Rebloom 
credentials were solid, but bloomstalks averaged 32" or 
shorter. ‘Brother Carl’ (Zurbrigg, 1983), ‘Immortality’ 
(Zurbrigg, 1983) and ‘Northward Ho’ (Zurbrigg, 1991) 
have ‘I Do’ genes. Their availability set the stage for 
Lloyd’s best breeding achievement and the next chapter 
in rebloom development. 


Photo: M. Lockatell 


a T: 
‘Northward Ho’ (Zurbrigg, 1991) 


The trick for Zurbrigg and his fellow remontant breeders 
was identifying a warm-season parent from the West 
Coast with modern flower form and rebloom tendencies 
to cross into their Eastern originations. ‘Victoria Falls’ (R. 
Schreiner, 1977) was a turning point. The eventual Dykes 
Medalist had the right stuff. Clarence Mahan, former AIS 


president, used the medium blue tall bearded as a pollen 
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parent with ‘Violet Miracle’ (Zurbrigg, 1979) to create 
‘Suky’ (Mahan, 1991). Doc also incorporated the Schreiner 
iris into his own blue lines. ‘Bethany Claire’ (Zurbrigg, 
1985) and ‘Sugar Blues’ (Zurbrigg, 1985) sprang from 
his initial ‘Victoria Falls’ cross pollinations, and recent 
investigation strongly indicates the latter played a vital 
role in the origination of ‘Clarence’ (Zurbrigg, 1991). 

Zurbrigg registered and released ‘Clarence’ after 
considerable positive feedback from AIS Region 4 
judges. The Wister Medalist features white standards 
tinted violet, while falls are light blue with a white 
center. Its unknown parentage has sparked considerable 
speculation. After his death in 2005, I acquired Lloyd’s 
stud book to research his yearly cross pollinations. After 
observing Clarence offspring in my Central Virginia 
garden, I wrote a follow-up story to Dr. Donald Spoon’s 
article entitled “The Great Clarence Mystery” (AIS 
Bulletin, April 1999) to report my findings and encourage 
its further breeding use. 

Dr. Spoon, a fellow AIS Region 4 breeder from 
Winchester, VA, suggested ‘I Do’ as a major player in 
the pedigree of ‘Clarence’. Stud book records indicate 
‘Brother Carl’ (Sister Helen X I Do) was used heavily in 
Zurbrigg blue lines to retain rebloom reliability. In “The 
Great Clarence Mystery Revisited” published in the AIS 
Bulletin, April 2011, I found evidence that descendants of 
‘Victoria Falls’ had a direct impact on Lloyd’s signature 
iris. ‘Sugar Blues’ would contribute flower form plus 
consistent fall flowering to match ‘Brother Carl’. Of 
Doc’s 1986 crosses fitting the above scenario, HH 57 
or ((Brother Carl X (Victoria Falls X (Grand Dame x 
Summer Holidays)) X ((Sugar Blues X (Summer Holidays 
x Sister Helen)) or the reverse cross HH 81or 82 are sound 
possibilities. If offspring such as “Daughter of Stars’ (D. 
Spoon, 2001), “Gate of Heaven’ (Zurbrigg, 2004) and ‘Just 
Call Me’ (Wilkerson, 2008) are any indication, luminata- 
plicatas, blue selfs, and blue amoenas or neglectas are 
possible with wise parental selection. 
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‘Matrix’ (E. Hall by Zurbrigg, 1991) is another 
valuable ‘Brother Carl’ child. Used as pollen parent 
with ‘Violet Miracle’, the cream plicata has an excellent 
rebloom record. ‘Matrix’ proved to be an ideal parent 
to be combined with Mahan’s ‘Suky’. Some hybridizers 
may be turned off by its drab coloring, but its lineage 
offers some intriguing avenues to explore. Zurbrigg made 
a similar point in a memorial to Hall in the AIS Bulletin, 
January 2002 lauding “’Matrix’, a pale cream plicata 
serves well as a foil to brighter colors; it has superb form 
and is an important parent.” 

Lloyd looked for other avenues to produce high- 
quality blue rebloomers. The (Matrix X Suky) pairing 
allowed my mentor to use a double dose of ‘Violet 
Miracle’ with ‘Victoria Falls’ and “Brother Carl’ to 
create ‘Renown’ (Zurbrigg, 1992). Like its pod parent 
‘Matrix’, ‘Renown’ and its attractive flower form was 
overshadowed by its coloring. Oyster white flowers did 
not resonate with pollen daubers. Its true worth remains 
largely untapped. A seedling from a cross of ‘Renown’ 
and ‘Mesmerizer’ (Byers, 1991) or OO33 was a key 
ingredient in Doc’s later quest for reliable space-age or 
blue-bearded white rebloomers. Due to health issues and 
limited growing space, neither goal was realized prior to 
his passing. 

Sterling Innerst, a Dykes Medal-winning breeder 
from Pennsylvania found success using ‘Renown’ with 
‘Anxious’ (Hager, 1992). The best from east and west 
resulted in ‘Againand Again’ (Innerst, 1999). The medium 
yellow tall bearded remontant was a top performer for 
me in 2012; two clumps planted at J. Sargeant Reynolds 
Community College (]5В СС) in Goochland, VA gave 
continuous rebloom under ideal conditions from late 
May until early November. Breeding potential for ‘Again 
and Again’ remains unknown. 

Sterling tried reversed the cross that yielded ‘Renown’ 
to come up with ‘Over and Over’ (Innerst, 2001). A white 
with lavender plicata markings, the Eastern rebloomer hit 


the iris marketplace with little fanfare. Luckily, Innerst 
sent it as a guest for the 2003 AIS National Convention 
in Northern Virginia. The tour gardens for the event 
were evenly divided between Chesapeake & Potomac 
and Fredericksburg Area Iris Society members. Rosalie 
and Jack Loving from the FAIS group had a clump in 
bloom years later during an October visit to their King 
George, VA garden. 

After acquiring ‘Over and Over’ from the Lovings, 
the unassuming tall bearded plicata was planted in my 
rebloom bed at Cosby Farm in Powhatan, VA. Summer 
and fall flowering have been outstanding with minimal 
care. Like ‘Again and Again’, two clumps were planted at 
JSRCC. They also bloomed nonstop from late May until 
early November. Summer rebloom was also recorded at the 
Williamsburg Botanical Garden in James City County, VA 
without supplemental watering. Considering the possible 
breeding value, its meager distribution shocks me. 

Sterling’s last successful tall bearded rebloom 
introduction was ‘Lunar Whitewash’ (Innerst, 2003). A 
pure white self with impeccable flower form, it resulted 
from a sibling cross involving ‘Bonus Mama’ (Hager, 1990) 
and “Iwice Delightful’ (Innerst, 1989) seedlings. Warm- 
season rebloomer breeding paired with a double dose of 
‘I Do’ genes produced a solid early-fall performer. Like 
“Again and Again’ and ‘Over and Over’, Lunar Whitewash’ 
was a great find from the 2003 AIS National Convention. 
Hybridizers would be wise to investigate its worth. 

‘Northward Ho’ has been a solid tall bearded 
rebloomer for 10 years at multiple Central Virginia 
garden locations. The pink-brown plicata sports a 
parentage of (English Cottage x unknown) X Re-Treat, 
but I believe the unknown to be ‘I Do’. 

During a spring 2000 visit to Lloyd’s seedling garden 
in Durham, NC, I noticed a red-brown plicata. Fall petals 
were narrow, so its destiny was the compost pile. Lloyd 
allowed me to dig and plant the seedling for trial cross 
pollinations in my original Powhatan, VA garden. T'T57 


Photos, left to right: 

‘Lunar Whitewash’ (Innerst, 2003) 
‘Over and Over’ (Innerst, 2001) 
‘Renown’ (Zurbrigg, 1992) 
Lockatell seedling 20526-358 
Lockatell seedling 20526-829 


All photos: M. Lockatell 


is (Tennison Ridge x Matrix) X ((Chuckles X (Northward 
Ho x Rock Star)). Used as a pollen parent with TT57, 
my goal was to find fall-flowering plicatas using ‘Double 
Vision’ (Ghio, 1999), which would try to unsuccessfully 
rebloom each winter. The combination produced BB 
‘Double Dare’ (Lockatell, 2009). My rich burgundy red 
fancy plicata rebloomer sadly flowered prior to Zurbrigg’s 
last visit to my garden in October 2004. 

‘Double Vision’, used as a pollen parent with 
‘Northward Ho’, gave me many dazzling fancy plicata 
rebloomers including 20526-358 and 20526-829. Flower 
form was much improved, but bloomstalk height and 
branching were abysmal. A disappointment for sure, 
but ‘Northward Ho’ still remains an exciting option for 
improved plicata remontants. 

A major silver lining from witnessing continuous 
rebloom under ideal conditions at JSRCC was data 
collection. The regular occurrence of night temperature 
triggers below 60 °F in May and June plus abundant 
moisture helped identify the absolute best tall bearded 
rebloomers currently available. The lesson to be learned 
from 2012 results was warm and cool season remontants 
must be carefully positioned on both sides of future cross 
pollinations for maximum results. Color range, flower 
form, bloomstalk quality and rebloom reliability will 
continue to improve for breeders using this philosophy. 

‘Clarence’, ‘Matrix’, ‘Northward Ho’, ‘Renown’ 
and ‘Suky’ are now 20 years old. Their ultimate worth is 
still unrealized. Sterling Innerst rebloom introductions 
with similar genetics suffer a similar fate. Mining for 
gold requires an immense leap of faith to hit pay dirt. 
Are the old time favorites mentioned in this article still 
“diamonds in the rough” for enterprising hybridizers or 
a bunch of dead ends? Pollen daubers are best advised to 
explore rebloom’s past to achieve its future. 


Mike Lockatell is a passionate hybridizer specializing in 
rebloomers. He can be reached at cmarti8855(@verizon.net. 
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CADET REVIEW, TB ECHO OF SPRING, TB, RE 


MY LADY AWAITS, TB 


Nancy Price 

32009 S. Ona Way 
Molalla, OR 97036 
flags@molalla.net 


www.abbeygardens.name 
INNER SECRET, SDB PLIC OF THE LITTER, SDB 503-829-2928 


Abbey Gardens — 2013 Introductions 


Napa Country Iris Garden - 2013 TB Introductions 


Madame Mustard Pink Positive 


2013 Intros are $50 each 
or any three for $120. 
All seven for $245. (Ca 
residents add 8 % tax) 


Shipping $10.00 
жо > ЕШ 
* ары. bin BS ak a uh T а гч 
Planet Hollywood Rags To Riches ` Roll The Dice 
The online catalog at John & Lesley Painter Visit our website 
www.Napalris.com has hundreds of 9087 Steele Canyon Rd www.Napalris.com for more 
photos. Easy ordering on the website or Napa, Ca. 94558 information on these and past 


print the online order torm to mail, 707-255-7880 irises@Napalris.com игенен: 


Orchids of Ozark 


by Steve Poole 


Dark Combat (Poole, '13) Picture shows true 
color with sheen. 


Abby's Fire (Poole, '12) 
The pictured bloom survived 70-80 mph winds. 
$30.00 
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Dark Combat (Poole, '13) Picture shows 
branching. 


Dark Combat (Poole, 2013) Sdlg. HH-8-2. 
(Badlands x BB-1-2 (T-9-1 ( H-9-7c x 
Five Star Admiral)) TB 47" M. S. dark blue 


Emma's Laughter (Poole '08) Multiple, 


yearlong rebloomer 
$10.00 violet (RHS 86A); style arms same, lighter on 


edges, F. dark red-violet (RHS 83A), white 
background around beard. Entire flower 
overlaid with green gold, iridescent sheen; 


SEND ORDERS TO: slight sweet fragrance. 

Red Bud Lane Irıs Gardens While this flower is no great advancement in 
form above other dark irises, it is a good 

2282 N 350th St. srower in the Mid-West and very en 

Kansas, IL 61933 branched. The iridescent sheen that glistens in 

Phone 217-948-5478 the morning light sets this bloom apart from 
the other blacks. 


e-mail: redbud@celllnet.net $40.00 
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Iris svetlanae 

(4-8 inches tall) 

Another species from 
Central Asia with a gorgeous 
deep yellow-orange color 
and dramatically reflexed 
standards. This must be 
watered very carefully and 
given a well-drained site. 


Iris bucharica (10-14 inches tall) 

By far the most frequently cultivated species, this 
is distributed primarily in what used to be called 
Turkestan in 19% Century Russia (today, that term 
covers much of the various “Stans” that were part of 
the old Soviet Union such as Uzbekistan, Tajikistan, 
Kazakhstan, Turkmenistan and Kyrgyzstan). This 
species is found primarily in Uzbekistan, where its 
namesake city Bokhara is a major tourist destination 
for its gorgeous medieval mosques. The commonly 
cultivated form has dark yellow falls and pale yellow 
standards and grows 10-14 inches tall. There are 
forms that approach orange and more variations on 
yellow. We find that it does best with a good loamy 
soil and occasional division when the clumps get 
too large every fourth or fifth year—you can 
quickly build up large stocks of this—but be careful 
when dividing to keep the swollen roots from 
detaching from the large, teardrop-shaped central 


Iris aucheri 

(10-14 inches tall) 
Somehow staff 
curator Mike 
Kintgen managed 
to resurrect this 
poor plant which 
was smothered 
by perennials in 
the Rock Alpine 
Garden. I probably 
planted this almost 
25 years ago. There 
were once five or six 
huge clumps of this 


iris on this hill that should have been divided and pampered, 


but instead I allowed varıous plants to cover them, a sure 


way to lose Junos. 


Iris graeberiana 
(8-12 inches tall) 
This species was 
named for one of 
Hoog’s collectors 
in central Asia, who 
brought back the bulbs 
of this plant that is now 
extinct in the wild. 
There are several color 
forms of this available 
in the specialty bulb 
trade—one with white 
signals on the falls 


bulb. I find they are best divided in midsummer and 
replanted promptly when they will bloom well the 
following spring. 


and one with more yellow signals on the falls. This takes 
roughly the same culture as Iris bucharica—some rich loam 
and a sunny spot. 


Tris warleyensis 

(8-18 inches tall) 

Named for the estate of Ellen Wilmot, this is one of 
the most stark and dramatic species with its contrasting 
deep blue violet, white and yellow markings. It has been 
used as a parent for some outstanding hybrids. One of 
the easier Junos to grow, this needs good drainage and a 
moderate loam to thrive. 
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Iris aucheri (10-14 inches tall) 

Somehow staff curator Mike Kintgen managed to 
resurrect this poor plant which was smothered by 
perennials in the Rock Alpine Garden. I probably 
planted this almost 25 years ago. There were once five 
or six huge clumps of this iris on this hill that should 
have been divided and pampered, but instead I allowed 
various plants to cover them, a sure way to lose Junos. 
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Iris narbutii (6 inches tall) 

A rather rare Juno from the drier parts of 
central Asia, this makes compact clumps and 
has a fascinating blend of flowers colors. The 
reflexed standards, like flags, are beautifully 
stained with a darker purple blue, and make for 
a striking blossom. This needs a well-drained 
spot to survive. 


Iris vicaria (8-20 inches tall) 

One of thelarger and more vigorous species, this tolerates 
some shade and more water than most. The typical forms 
are ivory white or pale blue. This will quickly form large 
clumps and makes a dramatic landscape plant, tolerating 
a wide range of soils and watering regimes. My clump 
thrived in this spot for fifteen or more years until I sold 
the house where it grew. I divided it into several dozen 
pieces (I think there may have been over fifty chunks) 
and moved them to my new house where each and every 
one seems to have prospered and puts on a brave show 
each spring. A few kinds are out as early as February 
some years. Tony Hall, long time curator of the Alpine 
House at Kew has been working on a monograph of this 
section in his retirement. When it comes out, it is sure to 
generate even greater interest in the group—now's the 
time to stock up on species! 


Iris nicolai (3-5 inches tall) 


Iris willmottiana 

(8-15 inches tall) 

The typical wild form of this species generally comes in 
a wonderful Wedgewood blue color. It is similar to Iris 
bucharica in garden performance and hardiness. This 
should make an outstanding garden plant once stocks are 


built up. 


Iris willmottiana var. alba (10-16 inches tall) 

This pure white form has fabulous substance and great 
hybrid vigor and is now believed to be a hybrid between 
Iris willmottiana and I. bucharica. It does best in a good 
garden loam that does not get too wet in the summer 


(raised beds and rock gardens are best). % 


One of the choicest high alpine Junos, this and Iris 
rosenbachiana are also two of the most challenging to 


grow well. They will tolerate a little summer water, Panayoti Kelaidis is Senior Director of Outreach at 
but a little too much and they will rot. They prefer a Denver Botanic Gardens. 
spot that is not too hot. For the expert grower only. He can be reached at kelaidip@botanicgardens.org. 


IRIS INTRODUCTIONS FOR 2013 


LEMON SHORTCAKE (Niswonger ‘13) Spuria, Sp4-10: Unknown parentages, 24 
inches, (61cm) Mid. For some time spuria growers have felt it would be nice to 
have a smaller spuria—something like a table iris in the bearded group. This light 
yellow small iris coming from breeding of the 40 chromosome range may fill the 
bill. It’s a good grower that | think you will enjoy. The name provided by Charles 
ІСКЕ Оа реа ЫТ м quar Rar en nant aes. hie, On E eee $35.00 


STRAWBERRY FOOL (Niswonger ‘13) TB, 7-10: Tour de France X Seedling 13-04: 
(Connection x Milk and Apricots), 32 inches, Mid. For a long time we have been 
trying to get a pink amoena. This one is not it but, perhaps, gives a little different 
approach. The problem seems to be that there is always some pink in the midrib. 
This amoena has a touch of apricot mixed with the pink. Some may wonder about 
the name which comes from England. They have many different fruits mixed with 
a custard that they call a “fool.” | would love to come up with a gooseberry fool 
ЗИЛЕТ ГАМОН ае за a a en fame $ 50.00 


Make checks payable to: Dave Niswonger 
822 Rodney Vista Blvd., Cape Girardeau, MO 63701 
Phone: (573) 334-3383 Shipping and Handling $9.00 


(SLAGLE, 2013) 


“ТЕҢ CARAT DIAMOND’ 


| эм 2^ BUNNY SLOPE > 
АСАТЕ АМАУ Ts ? (D. Miller) SDB $15.00 чр 
(J. Hall) ТВ $40.00 FRANKTOWN RACES CITRUS SORBET 


bAT таи = (J. Hall) TB $40.00 


(e MID TB $40.00 


D iu SPACE AND TIME 
PIEDMONT PARK (D. Miller) TB $40.00 


м d Á Жы | ' 
RIDE VAQUERO (Moller) TB $40.00 
(D. Miller) TB $40.00 PO Box 19 
View these and other offerings at: Boulder, CO 80306-0019 
www.longsgardens.com 303-442-2353 fax 303-413-1323 


Shipping Charge $9.50 Orders over $50.00 deduct 10% Phone, fax, mail orders; Visa, MC, Discover 


| have been hybridizing and introducing irises for 33 
years. In 25 years of iris judging experience, | have 
never seen or attended a session of any sort that went 
into detail about bloom seasons and how to establish 
the same notation on any type of irises. I predict that 
this is a contentious subject. The opinions expressed 
herein are done so with the best intentions based on my 
experiences. I did talk to a few other hybridizers about 
the subject and for the most part, we agreed at least 
somewhat about my thoughts. 

We can probably agree that there are three basic bloom 
periods for all irises. These are early, medium and late and 
listed as E, M and L, respectively, in registrations. If this was 
all we had in the registrations, there would be no need for 
this article. It’s what we add to those three designations that 
makes the subject 
confusing. 

If you have 
an iris that 
blooms before 
any other iris 
in the spring or 
after all of the 
other irises have 
quit blooming, 
you may add 
a V to the mix. 
Thus, very early 
and very late come into existence. These are listed as VE 
and VL. That's still pretty basic stuff. Stay with me, it 
gets better or worse, depending on how you look at it. 

A lot of registrations are listed as EM and ML. Now 
things get little more confusing. Here comes my take 
on this group. The second letter is still the basic time of 
bloom, but we are dividing that period out even more. 
In other words, EM is in the medium bloom season, 
but it is in the early part of that season. I thought that 
was correct, and I still do. However, in researching this 
with other growers, I found out that some hybridizers 
list an iris as M-L, which is meant to tell the public that 
it blooms in both the medium and late bloom seasons. 
I have never registered an iris as such and have never 
thought of doing it in this manner. If we are going to use 
the bloom season in this manner for registrations, most 
of the introductions out there bloom into two or more 
of the basic periods defined above. Here in Missouri, our 
bloom season is, at best, four weeks long and quite often 
only three weeks for tall bearded irises. The AIS Judges? 
Handbook says an iris clump must remain in bloom at 
least two weeks. Apply this rule to a three- or four-week 
bloom period and you can see that most of the irises will 
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cross into the next bloom period unless they are from the 
late bloom season. 

There are also a group of tall bearded irises that 
bloom early and then throw up a second set of stalks 
later in the spring season. In using the two sets of letters 
with a dash, these would I guess, be listed as E-L. Hang 
in there—it's about to get crazy. 

Now let's discuss the three-part bloom season entry. 
This one will go off of the charts. What if I register an iris 
as EML? What does this set of letters mean for a bloom 
period? Again, my thought was it is a basic late bloomer, 
with that bloom coming in the early medium part of the 
late season. Silly me, I learned that it could also mean 
that the iris bloomed in all three bloom periods—early, 
medium and late. I was also told that some irisarians 
would consider 
a variety like 
this a rebloomer 
of sorts. 

Most of 
the reblooming 
irises that I have 
looked at in the 
registrations will 
list the spring 
bloom period 
and then add 
RE to the basic 
bloom period. I think this is great. Going any further into 
the periods and types of rebloom is just too much. 

Finally, I want to discuss the subject that is so 
important in listing the period of bloom in an iris 
registration. Last year was a perfect reference point. Our 
bloom season in Missouri was three weeks early, due to 
a very warm spring. The bloom was crazy. I had early- 
blooming irises blooming with the late bloomers. I had 
secondary stalks on irises that had started blooming 
two weeks earlier. I don’t think any hybridizer would 
knowingly introduce an iris with the wrong bloom 
period. I do think depending on how you list the period 
of bloom, you might miss the mark. I am sure I have 
done this. I register an iris I have seen bloom two or three 
years as medium bloom period and later decide maybe it 
should have been late or at least early late. I think this is 
nitpicking. Bloom periods are not a perfect science and 
believe me—weather will make a liar out of you quite 
often in more ways than you think. 

I don’t know any written word that attempts to give 
the definitive word on how to list tall bearded iris bloom 
seasons in the registrations. It is a sticky subject at best 
and many may other ideas beyond mine here. 4% 


IO 


Questions 


for an 
AIS Convention 
Chairman 


& Her Husband 


BY MARILYN KAPLAN, CALIFORNIA 


Bonnie Nichols is the chaırman for not one, but 
two consecutive AIS conventions in Dallas, Texas. I 
heard her speak at the 2012 Convention in Ontario, 
California and knew instantly how much she put her 
heart and soul into these projects, along with husband 
and fellow irisarıan Hooker Nichols. 

I do need to give members some vital information. 
Bonnie and Hooker were introduced at, what else, 
an iris meeting! They soon found out their birth 
due dates were the same day! But Hooker, born 
prematurely, beat out Bonnie by several weeks. This 
dynamic duo makes a wonderfully supportive couple 
and I thoroughly enjoyed getting to know them. 


en : What is your favorite tall bearded 
iris and why? 


Bonnie: The iris that Hooker named for my mom 
is my favorite TB. ‘Dorothy Devenport’ (Nichols, 
2003) is always the early welcome of iris bloom 
season. The iris is ruffled in peach and apricot 
tones with a tangerine beard. Hooker has sent 
guest plants of this variety throughout the United 
States and overseas. My sweet mother passed away 
in 1994 from cancer. She never had the financial 
means to travel much. Now her iris travels for her. 
Every time I see it in bloom, I know my mom is 
smiling back at me. 


Hooker: ‘Fluted Haven’ (Reynolds, 1958). This 
was the first iris I can recall that really caught 
my attention, blooming in the garden of my 
aunt Theda Clark who helped raise me. I was so 
intrigued by the huge green seed pods and the 
multiple, branched stalks. Picking the pods too 
early and presenting them to my aunt did not 
make for a good day as a child. Today it still ranks 
as one of the finest white irises ever hybridized. 
The heavy substance and ruffled flowers impress 
any irisarian who sees it blooming. 


® : If yon weren’t convention chairman 
for two consecutive years, what would you 
be doing in the spare time? 


Bonnie: I would be planting more irises. I have 
always grown irises. I remember as a little girl 
taking care of my flowers as many of us do. We 
also grow a number of daylilies to extend our 
flowering season. 


Hooker: Hybridizing bearded irises and daylilies 
has taken second place as preparations have 
been made to present two consecutive national 
iris conventions. I have managed to create an 
extensive baseline for my Louisiana hybridizing 
endeavors. One interesting sideline is the creation 
of a Species-X line involving Louisiana X Iris 
tectorum seedlings. 
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“People at a convention will forgive the hosts for many unavoidable problems except buses which 


an : Tell us something about you that 


others may not know. 


Bonnie: I love all types of unusual flowers—double 
clematis, peppermint zinnias, plicata morning glories, 
variegated roses, spider daylilies. If it is broken colored, 
I want to grow 1t! 


Hooker: I played trombone in elementary, middle, 
and high school. I was in the university Jazz band for 
over three years. Our family has researched its roots. 
Lady Godiva was a maternal grandmother and King 
Charlemagne is also in our background. 


Q: Hooker, you prefer garden judging 
while Bonnie prefers exhibition judging. 
Do you debate the situation? 


Hooker: The preference is never debated. Both of us tell 
our iris friends why we prefer one type of judging over 
the other. Bonnie has always had a fondness for advancing 
exhibition judging techniques. She loves to mentor new 
irisarians on the subject of exhibition judging. Specimen 
selection and show preparation are principles that need 
to be perfected and continually upgraded. I, on the other 
hand, mentor new judging students on the basics of good 
garden judging. Examining the whole plant takes a lot of 
practice both from the view of a hybridizer, as well as, 
from the view of the basic gardener. 


Q: At convention, will you serve food 
specific to the region that members will 
long remember? 


Bonnie: If you come to Texas it is a given that Mexican food 
will be on the menu. We will be serving steak and chicken 
fajitas for one of our bus tour lunches. Another day will be 
Babe’s fried chicken. Babe’s chicken is great, but the mashed 
potatoes, green beans, creamed corn and homemade biscuits 
rule! To stay within our budget, I had to give up either the 
salad or banana pudding and peach cobbler. Wasn’t a tough 
decision comparing lettuce to cobbler! 
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Hooker: People at a convention will forgive the hosts for 
many unavoidable problems except buses which break 
down and horrible food. I have never met an iris lover 
who didn’t like to eat. Most convention attendees will 
sample the food and liquid refreshments before they go 
out to the garden to see flowers. People will enjoy the 
refreshments we are serving and the banquet meals will 
be memorable. 


Q: Hooker, other flowers have faded from 
memory, but irises have stayed with you 
since you were five years old. What was 
your favorite iris then and do you have it in 
your garden now? 

Hooker: ‘Snow Goddess’ (Becherer 1955) could be found 


in numerous clumps in my first personal garden. I still grow 
it and incorporate it into some of my breeding programs. 


Q: We all know Bonnie is a fireball of 
energy. Do you parlay that energy into any 
other activities? 


Hooker: Bonnie has the unique ability to multitask her 
endeavors. She is very active in our church and loves to 
go antiquing. I get her to help me plant over 1,000 onions 
each spring in the Mesquite garden. She hates separating 
the onions as much as the baby bearded and beardless 
irises from the nursery pots! 


Q: I understand you have over 1000 
Louisiana guest irises. What makes Texas 
soil so ideal for growing Louisiana irises? 


Hooker: We enjoy over 300+ days of frost-free weather. 
Once the LA seedlings are transferred to 1-gallon plastic 
pots, they are fed Miracle-Gro® liquid fertilizer on a 
weekly program. By September, the plants are small 
clumps, tapped out and planted directly into the ground. 
Next spring, I get nearly 100 percent bloom. 


break down and horrible food. | have never met an iris lover who didn't like to eat.“ —Hooker 


Q: In your travels, where would your 
dream vacation be? 


Bonnie: Thats easy. I want to see Tahiti and the 
Netherlands! When I approached our travel agent she 
said “you know those are two very different types of 
places to visit.” I love the ocean and the serene beauty 
that Tahiti offers; however, I also love the fantastic 
flowers of the Netherlands. As a little girl I traveled in 
my mind there to see the tulips and daffodils every time 
a catalog would arrive in the mailbox. I will get to both 
places—after the 2014 AIS convention. 


Hooker: I want to travel throughout Europe and ride 
across Russia on the Trans-Siberian Express. A trip to 
Australia and New Zealand is also in the works. 


Q : At convention, what can members 
expect to see that is unique to your uncles’ 
Botanical garden 100 miles west of Dallas? 


Bonnie: Convention friends will be amazed that even 
though Texas is hot and can be very dry, both native and 
nonnative plants coexist magnificently—mesquite trees 
and roses; cacti and irises. 


О: You are both hybridizers. Why the 
trend toward Louisiana irises? 
Bonnie: Money is the reason we are moving toward 


hybridizing more Louisianas. Here in Texas a nurseryman 
can sell every available Louisiana iris to gardeners. 


Q : Approximately how many guest irises 
were mailed to you? 


Bonnie: We received over 1100 different varieties of irises 
from Siberians to arilbreds, medians, Louisiana, and spurias. 
Over 4000 plants are in the 2013 convention gardens. 
Another 1000 guests arrived for the 2014 convention. % 


TB Nice Shot 


TB Making Time 


Tall Bearded Introductions ~ $45 each or $85 for all 3 


Intermediate Bearded Introductions ~ $20 each 


All 5 introductions ~ $100 
Plus $8 shipping 


ن ر — 


Send for a list of our 2013 introductions & newer irises 
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IB Little Blue Girl 


IB Rust Never Sleeps 
Reblooms! 


or go to our website 


PO Box 183 * Independence, OR 97351 * 503-838-1168 


larry@lauersiris.com * www.lauersiris.com 
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Gardening with Miniatu 


Dwarf Bearded Irises 


BY KELLY NORRIS, IOWA AND 
ROBERT PRIES, NORTH CAROLINA 


Editor’s Note: This article arose collaboratively through 
many phone conversations over the years about the value 
of MDBs as garden plants. Bob supplied ideas, tips, and 
photos, while Kelly’s chapter on MDBs in his book A 
Guide to Bearded Irises (Timber Press 2012) provided 
the basis for the text. 


It’s safe to say that miniature dwarf irises are due for 
a renaissance. With fewer than a dozen new varieties 
released a year, this class lags behind its standard 
dwarf bearded (SDB) cousins in the number of new 
introductions that push the boundaries of patterns, 
colors, and forms available to iris lovers. Even if you only 
have a few places to tuck them in, you can surely find 
space for hardworkers like ‘Beachwood Buzz (Willott, 
1998), ‘Bugsy’ (Hager, 1993), or “Irifle (Hager, 1997). 
But there are plenty more varieties worth growing in the 
dooryard garden, nestled between boulders and alpine 
companions, or even in troughs. 

Officially, miniature dwarf bearded irises (MDBs) 
flower at less than eight inches in height — the proverbial 
hobbits of the bearded iris realm. In spite of their 
diminutive size, they pack a punch in full bloom just 
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as the perennial stalwarts of the spring garden begin to 
rustle from their winter rest. As Gertrude Wister, wife 
of AIS founding president John Wister, so eloquently 
wrote, “The flowers of late winter and early spring 
occupy places in our hearts well out of proportion to 
their size.” For iris lovers, miniature dwarfs consummate 
the beginning of spring. 

Indeed the colors of MDBs sing as loudly as their 
taller cousins, and most certainly en masse. While nature 
has afforded tall bearded irises nearly three feet of stem 
for ample branching and buds, the MDBs function 
with a mere fraction. Thus, practically and biologically 
speaking, it would come at a great cost to the plant to 
attempt to send up more than one bud per stalk. MDBs 
most commonly have one bud per stem, but compensate 
for their size by sending up multiple stems per plant. 
Floriferous is an understatement, at least when speaking 
of the best cultivars. A well-grown and established 
clump of miniatures will carpet the garden floor for 
weeks, inevitably drawing attention and envy from your 
neighbors as they stroll by. 

Modern miniature dwarf irises may never have 
existed were it not for the introduction of Iris pumila 


P 
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Previous page: ‘Bugsy’ 


This page: 

Top: ‘Beachwood Buzz, ‘Gobo’ 
Middle: ‘Trifle’ 

Bottom: ‘Tickle Me’ 


All photos: Robert Pries 


into the mainstream breeding circles 
in the 1930s, 40s, and 50s. Present-day 
cultivars owe much of their glamour 
and charm to this diminutive iris, a 
naturally occurring hybrid between 
Iris attica and I. psendopumila that 
probably originated somewhere along 
the mountains of the Adriatic coast. 
From there this versatile, adaptable, 
and environmentally adept hybrid 
migrated across much of the Balkans 
into present-day Austria and the 
Czech Republic and as far east as 
the Ural Mountains in Russia. This 
widespread range accounts for a 
sweeping array of flower colors 
and chromosome arrangements, 
both traits that breeders exploited 
in the decades after its introduction 
to Western horticulture. Robert 
Schreiner of Schreiner’s Iris Gardens 
imported seed from three sources— 
Romania, Ukraine, and Austria—and 
introduced three notable cultivars, 
progenitors of many more to come. 
‘Nana’, Latin for dwarf, came from 
the Ukranian seed and was notable for 
passing on lovely reddish hues to its 
progeny. ‘Carpathia’ and ‘Sulina’ came 
from the Romanian seed and likely 
were used the most by breeders at the 
time to widen the form of the rather 
strappy I. pumila to something fatter 
and fashionable for modern tastes. 
Nothing ever came of the Austrian 
seed directly, although Schreiner sent 
selections to Paul Cook in Indiana 
who used them to create two of the 
bluest irises of the day, ‘Remnant’ 
(1955) and ‘Sky Patch’ (1955). 

The road to the modern MDB 


essentially had two routes. The first 
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cultivars, like those noted above, tended to originate from crosses 
between different forms of I. pumila. While these were often quite hardy 
and of the smallest, daintiest proportions, they weren’t broadly adaptable 
to American gardens, suffering in the heat of the south and lasting only 
a few growing seasons if that. The second and largely more successful 
cultivars, originated when I. pumila (a tetraploid as you'll recall) was 
crossed with modern TBs (also tetraploids), followed by generations of 
selection for miniature proportions. These so-called “40-chromosome” 
MDBs blazed a trail ahead and the majority of modern MDBs derive 
themselves from these and their advanced generation hybrids. Because 
of its tremendous contributions to modern irises, Iris pumila ranks as 
one of the most significant introductions of a species to horticulture 
given that its genes contributed to the development of thousands of 
irises and paved the way for not only the miniature dwarf class, but also 
the standard dwarf and intermediate bearded classes. 

Tris pumila typically goes summer dormant, a trait it passed on to many 
of its early hybrid MDB descendants. In the rock garden or trough, it may 
not make much of a difference whether it takes a nap in the hottest months 
of the year or not. In fact if given ample drainage during its dormancy and a 
good, cold winter, /. pumila really shapes up into an enjoyable garden plant, 
which might even reseed politely once it settles in. Many named forms are 
available and worth trying, including “Crouching Tiger’ (Iankesley-Clarke, 
2003) and ‘Hidden Dragon’ (Tankesley-Clarke, 2003), ‘Lesser Goldfinch’ 
(Baumunk, 2003), ‘Suslik’ (J. Burton, 1996), “Wild Whispers’ (Coleman, 
2012), and ‘Keystone Oracle’ (Jesberger, 2011). There are of course other 
species which grow in the miniature dwarf range, including Iris attica, I. 
suaveolens, and I. taochia. They aren't common, but often available from 
the Species Iris Group of North America Seed Exchange. 

With so many cultivars in existence, the modern garden can surely 
sport a humble dozen or so whose flowers will span from the earliest, 
waking days through the first few good weeks of spring weather. The color 
range varies from the usual purples and yellows to pinks like “Tickle Me’ 
(Chapman, 1998) and mysterious bicolors like Lawrence Ransom’s ‘Zarb? 
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Left: ‘Zarbi’ 
Right: Iris suaveolens 
All photos: Robert Pries 


(2002). Such star performers shouldn’t go 
solo in the garden. Miniature dwarfs make 
excellent companions with many early 
spring flowering perennials like rock cress 
(Arabis caucasica), creeping phlox (Phlox 
subulata) and alpine speedwells (Veronica 
spp.), bulbs like daffodils, species tulips, 
and hyacinths, and even reseeding annuals 
like pansies. Take care not to Plant lovers 
grow these treasures in overplanted 
company—they’ll show off at their finest 
when not shaded by taller companions. 
While best suited for full sun, MDBs will 
do fine at the edge of shady areas — really 
only because those areas aren't actually all 
that shaded when these early birds start to 
sing. Assorted woodland sedges (Carex) 
make for happy company and the dark, 
wine-tinted foliage of Ranunculus ficaria 
‘Brazen Hussy’ or coral bells (Неисрета) 
provides a great backdrop for these 
flowers. 

Cultivating the miniatures is pretty 
straightforward. In full sun, well- 
drained soil and free of the shade 
of taller plants, you'll enjoy these 
miniature irises for many years. Many 
modern varieties tend to descend from 
SDB lineages, vesting them with similar 
growing characteristics, but flower form 
that tends to belie their faint I. pumila 
ancestry. Keep in mind that any of these 
tiny little rhizomes can heave at the 
mercy of freeze-thaw cycles, at least in 
some years, due to their shallow root 
system. To keep them anchored, don’t be 
afraid to mulch with a little pea gravel. 
They surely won’t mind the improved 
drainage either. 


Kelly Norris is editor-in-chief of Irises 
and can be reached at editor@irises.org. 
Robert Pries is the vice president of the 
Dwarf Iris Society. He can be reached at 
robertpries@embarqmail.com. 
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34] Schwartz Road Gettysburg, PA 17325 
(717-334-2400)  Rebloomers.com 


2013 Reblooming Iris Introductions 


AMAZING WITH GRACE (Joan Roberts ‘13) 34" E & ВЕ. Sdlg. 
2178-4 RE (1829-1 RE: (Golden Immortal x Cameo Blush) X Bold 
Vision). A very graceful iris with vibrant gold standards, milk 
chocolate falls that have gold dusting in the sunlight and bushy bright 
gold beards. Even though there was no sign of any remontancy, we 
decided to line it out for introduction. Much to our amazement, that 
fall it rebloomed. We also planted a few rhizomes in the greenhouse 
which rebloomed off and on all winter! It was truly AMAZING 
WITH GRACE. $50.00 


PLL HAVE ANOTHER (Joan Roberts ‘13) 34" E-M & RE. Sdlg. 
2401-13 RE.: (Tribute to Rosalie X Daughter of Stars) Thanks to 
Christine Huston for the perfect name of this beautiful iris, even if it 
was named after a horse! 

What this iris didn't get from its pod parent, Tribute to Rosalie, it got 
from Don Spoon's lovely Daughter of Stars. Stands are grey with a 
blue violet blush. Ruffled, flaring blue violet falls have white streaks 
emanating from cream beards. A 3/8" band varies from red to blue 
violet. By the way, the horse won the Kentucky Derby! $50.00 


GETTYSBURG SUNSET (Joan Roberts :13) 33" E & RE. Sdlg. 
2617-7 RE (Encore Lady X Safari Sunset). The inspiration for the 
name came from watching the beautiful sunsets we enjoy here in 
Gettysburg. The colors certainly matched the colors in this iris. The 
burnt-orange beards rest on ruffled falls of rosy red surrounded by a 
wide a peach band which matches the standards. This is another one 
that bloomed all winter in the greenhouse. $50.00 


RE-ENACTMENT (Joan Roberts ‘13) 35-36" E & RE. Sdlg. 2407- 
10 RE: Tribute to Rosalie X 1829-1RE: (Golden Immortal x Cameo 
Blush). Named for the RE-ENACTMENT of the Battle of 
Gettysburg (150 years ago) being held this year as part of the 
SESQUICENTENNIAL Commemoration in Gettysburg. Every year 
thousands of volunteers come from all over our Country to re-enact 
the Battle and honor the men that lost their lives here. 

The standards and bushy beards are bright yellow surrounded by the 
ruffled, flaring falls of deep rose-violet. A lighter blaze with lines 
radiating from the beard and a light tan rim and underside add a 
finishing touch to this ensemble. The iris was a victory for me after 
working for over 20 years to improve the form and color of 
reblooming irises for colder climates and having one with the form of 
a ‘once blooming iris’ and remontancy - Wow! $50.00 


I SHALL RETURN (Joan Roberts '13) 36" E-M & RE. Sdlg. 
1941-8 RE: (1682-1: Seasons x Happy New Year) X 1684-9: (Sneezy 
x 1408-5: (734-30: Chocolate Vanilla x 448-10: Ambrosia Delight x 
Rose Princess) x 734-15)). Standards are light apricot with some lace 
on the edges. The deeper apricot semi-flaring falls have a narrow rim 
of the standard color Branching is good with 8-9 nicely placed buds. 
An added bonus is its pronounced sweet fragrance. 

$50.00 


Entire collection $225.00 
Shipping $10.00 Please add 6% sales tax in PA 
We accept checks, Amex, Discover, MC & VISA. 


New Aril Society International President 


My Е avo rite [ "Г ses Anita Moran handily chooses nine of her 


favorite arilbred irises for their beauty, 
toughness and desirability as garden plants. 


BY ANITA MORAN, MARYLAND 


What are my favorite arilbred iris? | thought this was such an easy question to answer, until | actually had to choose just nine. 
There are so many arilbreds that have my heart because they are tough, beautiful, and | can use them to get others in the 
Mid-Atlantic states charged up about them. | am putting them in no particular order so | guess | have to start with ‘Syrian 
Princess’ (Shockey, 1988) (OGB+). With a nearly white, pale lavender standards, a pinkish tan fall with a blood red spot and 
protruding yellow style arms, to me this is a perfect arilbred. | was new to irises in 2002 and happened to see a picture of 
‘Syrian Princess’ and not knowing what an arilbred was at the time, | knew | just had to have that iris in my collection. It took 
several months to track it down after being told over and over that | could not grow arilbreds in Maryland. After several 
missteps | finally got a rhizome of this beautiful iris and promptly lost it—I guess | still have a lot to learn. 


Photo: John Weiler 
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‘Lakeside Elf’ 

I have to tout my own ‘Lakeside Elf (Moran, 2008) 
(OGB). ‘Lakeside Elf has lavender standards with pale 
lavender and tan falls and style arms and a large red 
signal that is black around the beards. Tough is all I can 
say about this first arilbred seedling to bloom for me. 
Exposed to severe summer thunderstorms here, she also 
survived 109 inches of rain when Dolores Bates hosted 
her in Paradise, California. It’s proven fertile with 
anything I have crossed it with—from other arilbreds 
like ‘Noble Warrior’ (Tasco, 2006) to SDBs like ‘Nut 
Ruffles’ (XXXX) and even produced a seedling out of 
‘Decadence’ (Blyth, 2004). Not only is it fertile, but it 
produces fertile offspring. Blooming with other arilbreds 
near the end of SDB season, ‘Lakeside Elf’, if in a large 
clump, will continue to bloom into the early portions of 
the tall bearded season. Spending much of its time here 
being moved from one place to another, ‘Lakeside ЕР 
has proven to be high on the list of tough arilbreds. 


‘Persian Padishah’ 

‘Persian Padishah’ (Shockey, 1988) (OGB+), a violet 
self with a dark red-violet signal that looks black, is another 
Howard Shockey iris that not only had clean lines, but 
was strong enough to stand up to torrential downpours 
and winds gusting to 70 miles per hour when hurricanes 
passed through. Can you guess why this is another one 
of my favorites? First planted and treated the same as tall 
bearded, it bloomed and increased as if I was taking the 
best care of it. It seems that adding fertility to this beauty 
was overkill, but it passes its strength and adaptability to 
its seedlings. Moved several times the first few years I had 
it in my collections, it never failed to bloom including the 
first year after I planted it. The clean lines makes it looks so 
close to its ancestry that those of us who know little about 
arilbred could grow this one without too many problems. 


‘Bhutan’ 

‘Bhutan’ (Tasco, 2010) (OGB) is one of the newer 
offerings by Rick Tasco. ‘Bhutan’ has white standards with 
violet veining over yellow falls and style arms that are veined 
with maroon and a small maroon signal with a thick broad 
beard that I just love. Blooming the spring after planting 
this tall, strong arilbred increases well for a half-bred and 
holds up well with rain and thunderstorms, but has yet to 
be tested with a hurricane, though I think it would do fine. 
With four to five blooms per stalk, it blooms in sequence 
for a lasting impression in the garden. The overall effect of 
color, lines and dots drew me from a picture, but seeing it 
live and in front of me made me a believer. 


‘Esther the Queen’ 

‘Esther the Queen’ (Hunt, 1968) (OGB) drew me 
because of the black beards. With lavender standards and 
tan falls that have an unmarked edge, it has a small pale 
broken signal and is striking with its broken color-like 
markings. Although ‘Ester the Queen’ is a historic, it 
continues to win Best Specimen in Show and has five at 
least under its belt, which is astounding for an arilbred. 
Also grown with tall bearded and treated the same, 
‘Esther the Queen’ bloomed well except when moved. 
Grown as a point of interest this arilbred would be 
worthy enough, but it continues to prove year after year 
why it is a great garden plant even for the Mid-Atlantic 
states. Although like many with more aril content, this 
one has a large flower that does not seem to match the 
shorter stalk, but that does not detract from the beauty 
of the flower. As I said before the beards are what got 
me. I continue to use it in my hybridizing, trying to get 
that beard on another arilbred to make such a contrast. 


‘Noble Warrior’ 

‘Noble Warrior’ (Tasco, 2006) (OGB) has to be at 
the top of my list of favorite arilbred just for its presence 
alone. ‘Noble Warrior’ has linen standards with a flash 
of yellow in the center, bright yellow style arms, golden 
yellow falls with a deep red signal that spreads out into 
red lines over the falls and a thick and long old gold 
beard. The ruby lining in the center is so eye-catching 
when compared to the lighter standards and yellow 
style arms. What pictures do not show is this variety’s 
heavy substance. ‘Noble Warrior’ is as beautiful after a 
thunderstorm and torrential downpour as it was before 
the storm. Exceptional fertility is always a plus, but this 
iris increases and is as durable as a quarter-bred, but 
with the looks of a species. Although a large-flowered 
arilbred, it has the stalk to carry it through stiff winds 
and rain to match. As tall as many tall bearded irises, 
‘Noble Warrior’ is a strikingly beautiful iris that can take 
many adverse conditions and still come out on top. 


‘Big Black Bumblebee’ 

Although shorter in height due to its greater amount 
of aril content, “Big Black Bumblebee’ (Danielson, 1965) 
(OGB+) is another arılbred that makes a statement in the 
garden. Even though it is short, it boasts a large bloom 
with white standards and style arms that have deep violet 
veins in contrast to the dusky rose fall with an oblong 
black signal that looks like a bumblebee going in for the 
pollen. The broad yellow beard just adds to the effect. 
It took three years to bloom from the time I added it to 
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the collection. (To be fair it got potted instead of planted, 
then I lost the pot and found it on the shade side of the 
barn—hubby loves to help. Finally it got planted in the 
aril bed only to be covered in mulch so the bed looked 
nice for regional guests. It got moved to the front when 
its first stalk was broken off by the neighbor’s dog, but it 
was enough to see it was too short for those around it.) 
Finally I was able to see it in person, and I was hooked. 
It draws you in anytime you are near the garden and if 
I was the type of person to pluck and put in a vase, this 
one would probably never bloom in the garden long. 
Although not as tough as other OGB+ arilbreds I have, 
just the garden impact was enough for it to make my list 


of top picks. 


‘Concerto Grosso' 

Another short arilbred that I hope never to be 
without is ‘Concerto Grosso’ (Mathes, 1998) (OGB), 
an unusual oxblood red self with an oval black signal 
around a dark blue to black beard. With a stalk that 
seldom reaches 20 inches tall and with the large flower 
it produces, it is easy to believe that there is more 
Oncocyclus parentage. I can imagine that if and when 
I can grow an Oncocyclus here, it will have a similar 
appearance. Planted along the edge of a bed, it draws 
visitors to it. Although I have not gotten many seeds 
from crosses with ‘Concerto Grosso’, I will continue 
to try and get this form on taller plants and hopefully 
keep the color in some fashion. This is another of those 
arilbreds in my collection that was moved several times 
before finally being placed in a permanent bed, but it 
does not seem to matter—it blooms equally well in sun, 
shade, or in a pot. One time I moved it and did not have 
time to replant, and it sat in a pot for about a month 
before it was replanted and still managed to bloom the 
next year. 


‘Bronze Falcon’ 

‘Bronze Falcon’ (Danielson, 1985) (OGB+) is on 
my top list not for form, but for its unusual color 
combination and strength. Here is another one of the 
ОСВ+ arilbreds that surprised me as to how hardy 
it truly is. With [ris stolonifera and I. jordana in its 
pedigree, it gives the impression that it should have 
more bearded ancestry in its background. A rustic 
bronze color with a bright violet flash on the falls, 
this iris gives you size and complexity that draws the 
eyes no matter what is planted around it. First planted 
among the medians, it quickly caught my eye and was 
moved to a more appropriate position to showcase its 
beauty. Within the center of the flower, the style arms 
make for a violet glow that is offset by the bronze 
tips. Hardy and beautiful, it has a slightly wrinkled 
appearance that I like. The ruffling can be minimal, 
lending it this crepe paper appearance. This is one of 
only two OGB+ arilbreds I have in more than one 
spot. I left some in its original position just to see how 
it would do and moved part to the arilbred bed. Both 
continue to do well. 


“Syrian Princess’ 

As you can see for an arilbred to get on my list 
they have to be pretty hardy, or in the case of ‘Syrian 
Princess’, a goal that I have yet to achieve. There are 
so many more arilbreds that deserve to be on this list, 
but I wanted to keep within the goals set. Every year 
hybridizers produce more and more arilbreds that are 
punching through the envelope of where they can be 
grown and bloom. We once had a guest speaker who was 
going to bypass the part of his talk on arilbreds because 
he thought we couldn’t grow them here, even though 
during the spring meeting we had two arilbred seedlings 
on the bench. 


My best advice to everyone who thought that there was no possible way they could grow arilbreds—believe you 


can. You may not be able to grow all of them, but then again we cannot grow every tall bearded without some failing. 


The same is true of quarter-bred arilbreds. | suggest Rick Tascos half arils because for the most part they are hardy and 


increase well and stand up to some extreme weather. For three-quarter arils, try ‘Persian Padishah’ and add a little pea 


gravel in the dirt you plant it in. Since it is an older iris it is reasonably priced and you lose little if it fails to thrive. If it 


doesn't fail, | bet you will be struck with a new love of these wonderfully different irises just as | was. 


Anita Moran is a dedicated iris grower and hybridizer. She can be reached at avmoran1@earthlink.net. 


54 AIS Bulletin April/May 2013 


Photo: Anita Moran 


Photos, clockwise from top left: ‘Bronze Falcon’ 
‘Lakeside Elf’ 
‘Persian Padishah’ 
‘Bhutan’ 
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Photo: John Weile: 


Photos, clockwise from top left: ‘Big Black Bumblebee’ 
‘Esther the Queen’ 
‘Syrian Princess’ 
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Art-Wildlife (Adults): Oldie but Goodie, Delane Langton, Billings, MT 
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Effects (Adults): 
Serenity, Elise Ange, Long Valley, NJ 


Close-up (Youth): 
‘Dirigo Tiffany Pink’, Julia Strouse, Maine 
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Donations to AIS 


November 1, 2012 - January 31, 2013 


IN MEMORY OF 
DONALD “DON” STILL (NE) 

Anna Smith (NE) 
GWEN GODWIN (TN) 

AIS Region 7 
CHARLIE FELTON (VA) 

Hampton Roads Iris Society (VA) 
BILL MULL (VA) 

Hampton Roads Iris Society (VA) 
ROY EPPERSON (NC) 

Hampton Roads Iris Society (VA) 
LARRY ERMEY (KS) 

Hutchinson Iris Society (KS) 
RUBY STEARNS (MO) 

Southeast Missouri Iris Society (MO) 
ELEANOR KEGERISE (PA) 

Delaware Valley Iris Society (PA) 
BILL VAN GORDER (CA) 

Hi Desert Iris and Daylily Society (CA) 
ROBERTA SHOOP (OR) 

Greater Portland Iris Society (OR) 
KAREN BERGAMO (NM) 

Mesilla Valley Iris Society (NM) 

Philip Doonan (NM) 
JACK MOLL (KS) 

Hutchinson Iris Club (KS) 
MILDRED “MILLIE” WILDER (TN) 

Middle TN Industrial Distributors Assoc 


GIFTS 

Kirkwood Iris Society (MO) 

AIS Region 18 

Ontario Iris Society (Ontario, Canada) 
Washington Iris Club (MO) 

Greater Kansas City Iris Society (MO) 
Mt Diablo Iris Society (CA) 


FUND CODE 


AISG 


AISG 


GYF 


LIB 


R&S 


AISG 


AISG 


AISG 


AISG 


AISG 


R&S 
GYF 


AISG 


AISG 


100th ANNIV 
100th ANNIV 
100th ANNIV 
100th ANNIV 
100th ANNIV 
INS 


AIS DONATION FUND CODES: 
The AIS Foundation 

LIB = Library Fund 

R&S= Research & Scholarship 
GEN=Foundation General Fund 


The AIS 

CCYA = Clark Cosgrove Youth Award Fund 
AISG = AIS General Fund 

GYF = General Youth Fund 

INS = AIS Insurance Defrayment 

100th ANNIV = AIS 100th Anniversary Fund 
ENCY = AIS Online Encyclopedia Fund 


HOW-TO MAKE YOUR DONATION TO ONE OF 
THE AIS OR AIS FOUNDATION FUNDS 

The AIS Foundation is managing donations collection 
on behalf of the AIS. Donations made for AIS causes, 
through the AIS Foundation are immediately available 
to the AIS, and the tax benefits to the individual or 
organization are the same. 


Please make ALL checks payable to: 
THE AIS FOUNDATION. 


Mail to: 
Gary E. White 
AIS Foundation Sec/Treas 
701 Old Cheney Road 
Lincoln, NE 68512-1168 


Clearly identify on a separate piece of paper: 

1. The recipient of the memorial or honor. 

2. The AIS Fund to which you wish the donation 
to be credited. Your donation will be reallocated 
to the AIS Fund you specify even though you are 
making your check out to the AIS Foundation. 

3. The name of person, persons, or organization donation. 

4. The address of person(s) to notify that a 
donation has been made. 


www.aisfoundation.org "i 
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STANDING AND SPECIAL COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN 
Affiliations: Susan Boyce, 5123 South 3500 West, Roy, Utah 84067; 
(801)644-7172; <irisgal@hotmail.com> 

Affiliate Liaison: Jody Nolin, 5184 Country Road 20, Rushsylvanıa, OH 
43347; (614)507-0332; <affiliatesliaison@irises.org> 

Awards: Gerry Snyder, 225 Sky Line Drive, Sedona, AZ 86336; 
(928)282-5867; <AISsymposium@irises.org> 

Bulletin Advertising: Ron Killingsworth, 10329 Caddo Lake Rd., 
Mooringsport, LA 71060; 318-996-9969; <retmiagt@gmail.com> 
Calendar: Janet Smith; PO Box 1585, Coarsegold, CA 93614-1585; 
(559)683-0447; <AISimages@irises.org> 

Convention Liaison: Paul W. Gossett, 1502 South Boulder Avenue, Apt. 
#12B, Tulsa, OK 74119-4034; (918)853-6204; <AISconvliaison@irises.org> 
Electronic Services & Website: John I. Jones, 35572 Linda Drive, 
Fremont, CA 94536-1523; (510)795-9723; <A ISelectronicsvcs@irises.org> 
Exhibitions Committee: 

Schedules: Lois Rose, P.O. Box 30, Partlow , VA 22534; (540)582-5799; 
<lowy222@aol.com>; Supplies: Susan Boyce, 5123 South 3500 West, 
Roy, UT 84067; (801)644-7172; <irisgal@hotmail.com>; Show Reports: 
Karen and Ray Jones, 106 Harold Court, Winchester, VA 22062; 
(540)542-1620; <ramonwjones@comcast.net> 

Foundation Liaison: Gary White, 701 Old Cheney Road, Lincoln, 

NE, 68512; (402)421- 6394; <in2iris@yahoo.com> 

Honorary Awards: Judy Keisling, 12119 Missouri Route A, Liberty, MO 
64068-8114; (816)792-1848; <AISjudges@irises.org> 

Iris Program Resources (Speakers): Gordon Carver, 448 Azle Hwy., 
Weatherford, TX 76085-8451; 817-594-4537; 
<AISirisprogramspeakers@irises.org> 

Iris Resources-Digital Programs/Slides: Janet Smith, PO Box 1585, 
Coarsegold, CA 93614-1585; (559)683-0447; <AISSlides@irises.org> 
Insurance: Michelle Snyder, 225 Sky Line Drive, Sedona, AZ 86336; 
(928)282-5867; <AIS @irises.org> 

Judges: Judy Keisling, 12119 Missouri Route A, Liberty, MO 
64068-8114; (816)792-1848; <AISjudges@irises.org> 

Judges Handbook Revision Committee: Hal Griffie. Box 315, Biglerville, 
PA 17307; 717-677-7818; <AISJudgesHandbook@irises.org> 

Legal Advisor: Howard & Johnson, LLC, 906 Olive Street, Suite 200, 
St. Louis, MO 63101 

Library: Dave Silverberg, 32009 S. Ona Way, Molalla, OR 
97038-9244; (503)829-2928; <sil1812@molalla.net> 

National Collections, Display & Test Gardens: Bob Pries, 107 Brothers Drive, 
Roxboro, NC 27574; (336)597-8805; <robertpries@embargmail.com> 
Photo Contest: Janet Smith, PO Box 1585, Coarsegold, CA 93614-1585; 
(559)683-0447; <AISPhotoContest@irises.org> 

Public Relations and Marketing: Bob Pries, 107 Brothers Drive, Roxboro, 
МС 27574; (336)597-8805; <AISpublicrelationsmktg@irises.org> 

Susan Grigg, 105 Trotters Ridge Drive, Raleigh, NC 27614; 
(919)870-8345; <irismom@nc.rr.com> 

RVP Counselor: Cheryl Deaton, 27218 Walnut Springs, Canyon Country, 
СА 91351; (661)252-6771; <AISRVPcounselor@irises.org> 

RVP Representative: Gordon Carver, 448 Azle Hwy., Weatherford, TX 
76085-8451; 817-594-4537; <gcarver@flash.net> 

Scientific Advisory: Kelly D. Norris; (712)621-5399; 
<AlSscientificadvisory@irises.org> 

Section and Cooperating Society Liaison: Gary White, 701 Old Cheney 
Rd., Lincoln, NE 68512; <in2iris@yahoo.com> 
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Silent Auction: Debra Strauss, 2213 Hereford Blvd., Midland, TX 
79707-5012; (432)697-6340; <dkstrauss@swbell.net> 

Nick Stewart, 2808 NW 21st Place, Lawton, OK 73505-2114; 
(580)248-2755; <nicolstew7@yahoo.com> 

Social Media Manager: Andi Rivarola, Valley Glen, CA; 
<socialmedia@irises.org> 

Symposium: Riley Probst; 2701 Fine Rd., Modesto, CA 95355; 
209-551-6323 

Youth: Cheryl Deaton, 27218 Walnut Springs, Canyon Country, CA 
91351; (661)252-6771; <AlSyouth@irises.org> 


REGIONS & REGIONAL VICE PRESIDENTS 

1: Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, Connecticut, Rhode 
Island, Newfoundland/Labrador, Nova Scotia, New Brunswick and 
Prince Edward Island: Norine Veal, 30 Franklin Park East, Rockville, 
CT 06066; 860-896-1910; <nsveal@aol.com> 

2: New York, Ontario, Quebec: Donna Lowry, 9660 Ridge Road, 
Brockport, NY 14420; 585-637-6025; <donnadonlowry@aol.com> 

3: Pennsylvania, Delaware and New Jersey: George Boyce, 520 Dairy Rd, 
Palmerton, PA 18071-5923; 610-824-8198; <glenara@aol.com> 

4: Maryland, District of Columbia, Virginia, West Virginia, and 
North Carolina: Don Rude, 1051 Nik Ryan Dr., Blacksburg, VA 
24060; 540-552-0373; <don.rude@comcast.net> 

5: South Carolina, Georgia, Florida and Puerto Rico: Wayne Smith, 
2208 Greenoaks Road, Columbia, SC 29206-3510; 803-788-9358; 
<waynecjr@bellsouth.net> 

6: Ohio, Indiana and Michigan: James Copeland; 78118 M 40; Lawton, 
MI 49065; 269-624-1968; <jandjcope@aol.com> 

7: Tennessee and Kentucky: Sue Ann Barnes, 205 Westwood, Jackson, 
TN 38301; 731-422-5253; <barnes-s@charter.net> 

8: Minnesota and Wisconsin: Carol Jo Shonka; 18455 W Hillcrest Dr., 
New Berlin, WI 53146-4130; 262-679-3305; <cjshonka@yahoo.com> 

9: Illinois: David Kelly; 1708 Holiday Dr., Pekin, IL 61554-1925; 309- 
347-8561; <kelly@grics.net> 

10: Louisiana: Ron Killingsworth, 10329 Caddo Lake Road, Mooringsport, 
LA 71060-9057; 318-996-9969; <retmiagt@gmail.com> 

п: Idaho, Montana and Wyoming: Angelique Violette; 35715 Mud Lake 
Trail, Polson, MT 59860; 406-883-5535; <aviolet@montanasky.net> 

12: Utah: Helen West; 2131 East 1700 South, Salt Lake City, UT 84108; 
801-485-8631; <helenwest@aol.com> 

13: Washington, Oregon and Alaska, British Columbia, and Yukon: 
Dwayne Booth; 6117 150th Place SW, Edmonds, WA 98026-4121; 
206-205-5280; <DBooAnn1@msn.com> 

14: Northern California, Nevada and Hawaii: John Pesek; 4631 Mayfield 
Dr., Fremont, СА 94536; 510-793-5089; <jmpesek@sbcglobal.net> 

15: Southern California and Arizona: Winona Stevenson; 
8280 Entrada Blvd., Lake Isabella, CA 93240-9371; 760-378-3841; 
<lakesideiris@aol.com> 

17: Texas: Gordon Carver, 448 Azle Hwy., Weatherford, TX 76085-8451; 
817-594-4537; <gcarver@flash.net> 

18: Kansas and Missouri: Ginni Hill; 1955 Hepperman Rd., Wentzville, 
MO 63385; 636-627-8420; <ginnihill@aol.com> 

20:Colorado: Lowell Baumunk; 10918 N. Sunshine Dr., Littleton, CO 
80125; 303-908-2450; <lbaumunk@iriscolorado.com> 

21: lowa, Nebraska, South Dakota, North Dakota, NWT, Nunavut, Alberta, 
Saskatchewan and Manitoba: Ron Cosner, 328 Central Ave SE, Lemars, 
Iowa 51031; 712-546-7511; <keighley15@msn.com> 


22: Arkansas and Oklahoma: James Bledsoe; 271 Sparling Rd., Hot 
Springs, AR; 501-815-3041; <jboots3041@gmail.com> 

23: New Mexico: Frances Day, 33 Domingo Rd., Santa Fe, NM 
87508-8256; 505-466-8569; <chatmaison@comcast.net> 


24: Alabama and Mississippi: Donnie Douthit; 414 Co. Rd. 845, Cullman, 
AL 35057; 256-737-9031; <petedouthit@yahoo.com> 


COOPERATING SOCIETIES 
(IST LINE = PRESIDENTS, 2ND LINE = MEMBERSHIPS) 


Aril Society International: 

Pat Toolan, P.O. Box 568, Angaston, S.A. 5353, Australia; 
<pattoolan@hotmail.com> 

Reita Jordan, 3500 Avenida Charada NW, Albuquerque, NM 87107; 
<sjordan@unm.edu> 

Tall Bearded Iris Society: 

Hugh Stout, 432 NE 70th St., Oklahoma City, OK 73105; 
<stoutgarden@cox.net> 

Ramona Howard, P. O. Box 6991, Lubbock, TX 79493; 
<rhoward3604@sbcglobal.net> 


AIS SECTIONS 
(1ST LINE = PRESIDENTS, 2ND LINE = MEMBERSHIPS) 


Dwarf Iris Society: 

Dorothy Willott, 26231 Shaker Blvd., Beachwood, OH 44122-7111; 
<dwiris@aol.com> 

Dave and Deb Miller, 61 Laconwood Drive, Springfield, Illinois, 
62712-8727; (217)529-8014; <Miller42@aol.com> 

Historic Iris Preservation Society (HIPS): 

Gary White, 701 Old Cheney Rd., Lincoln, NE 68512; <in2iris@yahoo.com> 
Judy Eckhoff, 7911 S. Yoder Road, Haven, KS 67543; (620)931-5114; 
<judy67543@gmail.com> 

Median Iris Society: 

Jean Morris, 682 Huntley Heights Dr., Ballwin, MO 63021; 
<morrisje1@aol.com> 

Nyla Hughes, 139 Parsons Ave., Webster Groves, MO 63119; 
<nyla_h@att.net> 


Reblooming Iris Society: 
Dana Brown, 1506 S. Aspen Ave,. Lubbock, TX 79403; 
<ddbro@sbcglobal.net> 


Rose Kinnard, 1649 Madison 504, Fredericktown, MO 63645-8303; 
<RKinnard@minesmo.org>; website: www.rebloomingiris.com 


Society for Louisiana Irises: 

Bobbie Ann Hutchins, 10319 Caddo Lake Rd, Mooringsport, LA 71060; 
<mizzzbobbie@aol.com> 

Ron Killingsworth, 10329 Caddo Lake Rd, Mooringsport, LA 71060; 
<retmiagt@gmail.com> 

Society for Siberian Irises: 

Harold Griffie, Box 315, Biglerville, PA 17307; <hgriffiel8@yahoo.com> 
Susan Grigg, 105 Trotters Ridge Drive, Raleigh, NC 27614; 
<ssimemsec@nc.rr.com> 

Spuria lris Society: 

Jim Hedgecock, Routel, Box 258, Gower, MO 64454-8613; 
<jim@comancheacresiris.com> 

Nancy Price, 32009 S. Ona Way, Molalla, OR 97038-9244; 
(503)829-2928; <flags@molalla.net> 

Society for Japanese Irises: 

Dennis Hager, PO Box 390, Millington, MD 21651; <hager@aredee.com> 
Jody Nolin, 5184 CTY RD 20, Rushsylvania OH 43347; 
<jody.nolin@gmail.com> 

Society for Pacific Coast Native Irises: 

Bob Sussman, 12142 Alison Drive, Santa Rosa Valley, CA 93012; 
<matilija@gte.net> 

Kathleen Sayce, PO Box 91 Nahcotta WA 98637-0091; 
<ksayce@willapabay.org> 

Species Iris Group of North America (SIGNA): 

Will Plotner, PO Box 250, Molalla, OR 97038-0250; <gardens@molalla.net> 
Rodney Barton, 3 Wolters Street, Hickory Creek, TX 75065; 
<rbarton@hsc.unt.edu> 


Section Membership Rates (contact information above): 
IF NOT NOTED, CONTACT SECTION FOR OVERSEAS POSTAGE RATES. 


Single Annual 


Aril Society International $17.50 


Lifetime membership $150.00 
Dwarf Iris Society 


$8.00 (youth 6.00) 


Single Triennial Dual Annual Dual Triennial 


Electronic Membership/one year by e-mail address (Newsletter only in digital file) $6.00 


Historic Iris Preservation Society 10.00 


Median Iris Society 


(youth 4.00) 
Reblooming Iris Society $10.00 
Society for Japanese Iris $10.00 


Society for Louisiana Irises 


50.50 21.00 (family) 54.00 (family) 
21.00 (youth 12.00) 10.00 24.00 
24.00 12.00 30.00 


$12.00 (overseas 19.50) 30.00 (overseas 52.50) 13.50 (overseas 21.00) 34.50 (overseas 57.00) 


(youth 10.00) 
25.00 
25.00 


12.00 
12.00 


30.00 
31.00 


$13.00 (overseas 20.00) 32.00 (overseas 52.00) 16.00 (overseas 23.00) 44.00 (overseas 55.00) 


Society for PCNs Paper copies of Almanac $15.00 (overseas 18.00) 40.00 (overseas 48.00) n/a n/a 
Electronic copies of Almanac only $7.00 $19.00 
Society for Siberian Iris 10.00 25.00 12.00 30.00 


Species Iris Group (SIGNA)* 
Lifetime membership $300.00 
Spuria Iris Society 
E-membership 
Tall Bearded Iris Society 
Lifetime membership $300.00 


6.00 


$12.00 (foreign 15.00) 32.00 (foreign 40.00) 


$10.00 (overseas 25.00) 


12.00 (foreign 15.00) 32.00 (foreign 40.00) 


$12.00 (overseas 15.00) 30.00 (overseas 40.00) 
15.00 


27.00 15.00 41.00 
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AIS STOREFRONT Sale Items & Publications 


The World of Irises Highly recommended! 32 pages of full color. Edited 
by Warburton and Hamblen. 34 contributors and authors including international 
authorities. Published in 1978 and most authoritative book on all phases of irises. 
Scientific and popular. 6" x 9" hard bound cloth cover, 494 pages $15.00 plus S&H 


(USA $3.00; Canada $9.00; International $18.00) 


Quantity discounts: 20% off for 10 or more, 40% off for 100 or more. Contact 


Storefront for S&H. 


Handbook for Judges and Show Officials: 

Seventh Edition, 2007 

Insert (new pages) $12.00 plus S&H (USA $3.00; 
Canada $7.00; International $11.00). 

Insert w/cover $15.00 plus S&H (USA $3.00; 
Canada $3.00; International $11.00). 


Basic Iris Culture Booklet. Great information for new iris 
growers. Ideal for clubs and shows. New and in color. 
Price: $4.00 each plus S&H (USA $3.00, Canada $4.00, 
International $6.00). 

Packet of 25: $75.00 plus S&H (USA $7.00, Canada 
$30.00, International $44.00). 


AIS Bulletins: Back Issues 

Current year and last year: $5.00 each plus S&H 
(USA $2.00; Canada $4.00; International $9.00). 

Older issues (not all available): $2.00 each plus S&H 
(USA $2.00; Canada $4.00; International $9.00). 

Pk of 25:$10.00 plus S&H (USA $5.00; Canada $22.00; 
International $34.00). 

Pk of 50: $15.00 plus S&H (USA $10.00; Canada 
$34.00; International $48.00). 


Check Lists: Ten-year compilation for registrations 
1939, 1949, 1959, 1969, & 1979 Reprint. Soft Cover. 
$10.00 each plus S&H (USA $3.00; Canada $7.00; 
International $11.00). 

1989 & 1999 Hard Cover. $10.00 each plus S&H 
(USA $3.00; Canada $9.00; International $18.00). 
Discount Special: All 7 Ten-year Checklists for 
$50.00 plus S&H (USA $7.00; Canada $22.00; 
International $44.00). 

2009, 941 pages, available in a Soft Cover Book or a 
Hard Cover Book. Price: Soft Cover Book -$18.00 each 
plus S&H (USA $7.00; Canada $30.00; International 
$48.00). Hard Cover Book - $27.00 each plus S&H 
(USA $7.00; Canada $30.00; International $48.00). 
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Registrations and Introductions: Year 2010, 2011 and 
2012: $10.00 each plus S&H (USA $3.00, Canada $4.00, 
International $6.00) Year 2000, 2001, 2002, 2003, 2004, 
2005, 2006, 2007, 2008 and 2009. $8.00 each plus S&H 
(USA $2.00; Canada $3.00, International $6.00). 
Discount Special: all 10 — Years 2000, 2001, 2002, 
2003, 2004, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008, and 2009 for 
$60.00 plus S&H (USA $4.00; Canada $13.00; 
International $24.00). 


50th Anniversary Bronze Medal: Antiqued bronze. 
Suitable for pendants, show prizes and special awards. 
$2.00 each plus S&H (USA $1.00; Canada $3.00; 
International $6.00). 

10 for $15.00 plus S&H (USA 3.00; Canada $6.00; 
International $11.00). 


AIS Seals (50 per pack): Self-adhesive ovals. 

Official design in blue and green on silver background. 
Pack $2.50 plus S&H (USA $1.00; Canada $3.00; 
International $6.00). 

5 Packs for $10.00 plus S&H (USA $2.00; 

Canada $4.00; International $8.00). 


AIS Iris Calendars: 

2013 AIS Iris Calendars: 

$3.00 each plus S&H (USA $2.00, Canada $4.00, 
International $6.00). Packet of 10 for $20.00 plus S&H 
(USA $6.00, Canada $10.00, International $20.00). 


2014 AIS Iris Calendars: 

$5.00 each plus S&H (USA $2.00, Canada $4.00, 
International $6.00) Packet of 10 for $40.00 plus S&H 
(USA $6.00, Canada $10.00, International $20.00). 


CHECK OUT THE NEW AIS SHOPPING CART 


www.aisstorefront.selfsites.com 


e All products listed by type (Books, Note Cards, Medals, etc) 


e Prices include shipping costs 


e Please order items designated for your shipping area - United States, Canada, or Overseas 
e You will receive email confirmation of all orders. 


Iris Post Cards (16 per pack) 

3 packs $2.00 plus S&H (USA $2.00; Canada $4.00; 
International $6.00). 

10 packs $7.00 plus S&H (USA $5.00; Canada $9.00; 
International $18.00). 


RVP Pins $32 (outgoing RVPs only) 
Sterling Silver with presentation box. Price: $35.00 each 
(includes S&H). 


AIS Note Cards: five different themes (packets) available 
Theme #1-GARDEN DELIGHT, 

Theme #2-COUNTRY LANDSCAPE, 

Theme #3-BEARDED WONDERS, 

Theme #4-HAVE NOTS (beardless), 

Theme #5-GOING NATIVE. 

Each theme includes 8 different pictures, 8 envelopes and 
8 AIS Seals. Each card is 4 1⁄4” x 5 %” bifold. Price per 
packet $5.00 

Plus S&H (USA $2.00, Canada $3.00, International $6.00). 
Order by Theme # or Theme Name. (Pictures of Theme 
#1-Garden Delight are shown on the AIS Website). 


AIS “Invitation To Join” Flyers: Free in quantities of 100 
or less per affiliate. Additional packet of 25 for $4.00 
each plus S&H (USA $2.00; Canada $4.00; International 
$8.00). More than 100, $15.00 per 100 plus S&H (USA 
$5.00; Canada $8.00; International $15.00). Order from 
Exhibition Chair (Show Supplies) or AIS Storefront. 
Order in packets of 25. 


Convention Handbook: Guidelines for planning/hosting a 
Spring National Convention and Fall Board Meeting. Free 


PUBLICATIONS NOW AVAILABLE THROUGH 
THE AIS STOREFRONT: 

The Louisiana Iris, The Taming of 

a Native American Wildflower, Second Edition Price: 
$25.00 each plus S&H (USA $5.00; Canada $5.00; 
International $12.00). 


Marie Caillet (1915-2010) A special publication by the 
Society of Louisiana Iris honoring Marie Caillet. 
Price: $15.00 each plus S&H (USA $3.00; Canada and 
International $6.00). 


For additional item descriptions and 
price updates, check the AIS Website: 
www.irises.org > Member Services > Storefront 


ORDERING INFORMATION 

S & H is per item and is in addition to item price. 
Prices are in US$. AIS can now accept VISA 

& Mastercard (sorry, no other charge cards) for 
Storefront orders (minimum order: $10.00). When 
charging your order, please include card type and 
number, expiration date, name on card, and phone 
number. The Storefront ships via media mail where 
possible. Priority, overnight and UPS shipment 
charges paid by the customer. Make checks or money 
orders payable to The American Iris Society. 


Send order to: 

AIS Storefront 

John & Kay Ludi 

P.O. Box 956, Sandy, OR 97055 
(503) 826-8808 
<AISStore@irises.org> 
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Without advertising, a terrible thing happens...nothing! 


AD SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS 


To place an ad, please contact the advertising editor. All ads must have a hard copy submitted to the advertising 
editor. List of specifications regarding digital submissions is available. We can not accept MS Publisher or 
WordPerfect files, as we do not have software to open them. Payment is due with ad copy. The deadlines for ad 
submissions are as follows: August 15 (October issue); November 15 (January issue), February 15 (April issue), 
May 15 (July issue). Send ad and payment (payable to AIS) to: Ron Killingsworth, 10329 Caddo Lake Rd., 
Mooringsport, LA 71060; 318-996-9969; <retmiagt@gmail.com> 


SHOPPING SECTION 


Found in the back of each Bulletin. Placement is roughly alphabetical. Rate is for 4 issues. 
All ads, color or black and white are same cost. 


Dd RE О SE SE t ee er Reece $60.00 
О И О terere о Y DEN RB) N. DEE cree esent $80.00 
DISPLAY ADVERTISING 

Color: 

RO DAS р, wer ЛӘ ee $50.00 
PARE ОЛО BETO aa c RO ME ОИ о $100.00 
V^ page, horizontal, interior page ........ LEN RE OLS aee e, $200.00 
V? page vertical, interior page............... OS ВИ c $200.00 
EOM Page ето ре mear eei ga SB well na $400.00 
4 consecutive issue discount 

l^ poecantesror ACE cere deme o Mte $175.00 each 

LOL а естт O E, $350.00 each 

Color Cover: 

page наше онон a pagerinsidebackgcover eee store $300.00 
Ерасі е еол о асо СТ КО ОООО $600.00 
рае оше Бас соха ne БЛА са Т e $400.00 
full page outside back соуег................ уа M a $800.00 


There is a pdf available with detailed specs and other technical information. 
Contact the advertising editor to have it emailed to you. 
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Shopping Section 


Aitken's BAY VIEW GARDENS C and T 
Salmon Creek Garden of Joseph J. Ghio Iris Patch 


1201 Bay St. Santa Cruz, CA 95060 Tall Bearded and Rebloomers 
nni 1 ay St. Santa Cruz, 
Land Beard pn 3200 varieties at 


Bearded and Beardless eg en 
Introductions by Terry Aitken, Chuck end 93. UV Tor catalog listing 


reasonable prices 


Bunnell, Ken Fisher, Chad Harris, the newest and finest in Online and paper catalog 

Bennett Jones, Lynn and Stephanie Tall Bearded and Pacifica irises 2600 iris pictures online 

Markham, Lynda Miller, Marky Smith, 

Kevin Vaughn and Jean Witt. BE 
Eaton, Colorado 80615 


$4.00 for Color Catalog 4 (970) 454-0236 
Aitkens Salmon Creek Garden €^ www.candtirispatch.com 
608 NW 119 St. EN дА 
Vancouver WA 98685 7 NS vu us at: 
Online catalog: Es IRIS Helte@aolcom 
ZA P] A Hardy Heartland Iris 


Best quality iris 
chosen from our 
4,000 varieties: Newer, 
historics & more. 


BREEZE WAY cs 
Ri S € AR DEN 955 Cody CO 4420 NE 69301 


www.bluejiris.com 
JACK WOREL INTRODUCTIONS 


www.flowerfantasy.net 


ALL CLASSIFICATIONS OF BEARDED IRIS 
re ce BURSEEN IRIS CADD’S BEEHIVE 
VISIT US AT 1513 Ernie Lane IRIS GARDEN 


| BREEZEWAYIRIS.COM Grand Prairie, ТХ 75052-1106 Anna & David Cadd 
329 North St 
E Pus А The Latest Tall Bearded Healdsburg, CA 95448 
BROOKLYN, WI 53521 | Irıs Creations (707) 433-8633 
608-334-4594 From Tom Burseen. caddsiris@comcast.net 


By Appointment Only 


BLUEBIRD HAVEN Tx R Ж Chapman Jris 


n SN RR #1, ШТП Wolken Rd 124 


pA, GARDEN HM area 
I à т j^ Fa Shuck be Par arri cem 
3000 Varieties JY WW CPI cor 
М : х Nah 
Specializing in Historics AX LY и Call Clima данам 
& Lloyd Austin ! \ Fi i e коа imate Aparia 
Introductions У ТИХ im Huge Selection of Median Jri 
l Wises from i "eser bod Рек! Fall Beaded 
are Juberigo anil Specie 
6940 Fairplay Road md _ JL LE | 
Somerset, CA 95684 Carol & Ken Coleman ge E S 
530-620-5017 2606 5. Fond St | | „ USA enden Bor bearded iris ane shipped 
к ^ T i um e T" Xx i Kuss ug Fels See York 
mhess1863@innercite.com Boise bd sho 53705 3839 No custom delay or hassle 
cinsonpond&ginersc ape net ne | 
Ж, i ч 
www.bluebirdhavenirisgarden.com www .cinisonpond.corm ue | 
08 336 3052 ve a Calalsgur $3.00 - "ы 
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Shopping Section 


70 


Comanche Acres 


Iris Gardens 
12421 SE State Rt. 116 
Gower, MO 64454 


816-424-6436 
Quality TB, Spuria & 
Louisiana irises 
at reasonable prices. 


- Introductions by - 
Jim Hedgecock and Don Murphy 


Tall bearded and Louisiana’s 
available online 


www.comancheacresiris.com 


Separate Spuria color list $2.9? 


DRAYCOTT 
GÄRDENS 


Beardless Irises from Carol Warner 


Introducing Pseudatas 
by Hiroshi Shimizu 


16815 Falls Road , 


Upperco, MD 21155 
(410) 374-4788 
draycott @qis.net 


(a 


www.draycott-gardens.com 


Siberian & Japanese 
Irises 


Featuring introductions by: 
Currier McEwen, John White, Chandler 
Fulton, Kamo Nurseries, Lee Walker 


1709 Harpswell Neck Road 
Harpswell, ME 04079 
207-833-6905 


www. EartheartGardens.com 
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ENSATA 
GARDENS 


Specialists in Japanese Iris. 
Color catalog with culture page: free. 
250 color photos with catalog online at 
www.ensata.com 


9823 E. Michigan Ave. 
Galesburg, Mich. 49053-9756 


FRED KERR’S 
Р. О. Box 2191 
N. Highlands, СА 95660 
Request catalog featuring 
my tall bearded intros as 
well as recent intros from 
top hybridizers. 
Visit my color web catalog at 
www, rainbowacnesonline corn 
Email: rainacre@aol com 


HIS IRIS 
GARDEN 


Sharing with you many 
TB's, Rebloomers, 
Historics, DM's... 

AND our own introductions. 


www. hisirisgarden.com 
Dave & Loretta Headrick 
2669 Seal Ct. 
Merced, Ca. 95340 
dhh@hisirisgarden.com 


IRIS CITY GARDENS 


Macey and Greg McCullough 
7675 Younger Creek Road 
Primm Springs, TN 38476 

800-934-4747 
www. iriscitygardens.com 
info@iriscitygardens.com 


Siberian, Louisiana 
and other beardless Species. 
We have antique iris, 
bearded iris and stainless 
steel garden markers. 


Catalog available online. 


The Iris Fan 


lris Garden and Nursery 
Jim & John Beecroft 
2941 NW Independence Hwy., 
Albany, OR 97321 
(541) 926-0892 
HTTP://www.theirisfan.com 
E-mail: jim@theirisfan.com 
We specialize in: "Quality" 
Bearded Irises: Historics - 


Classics - Newer Cultivars - 


Reblooming 
* TB's; MTB's; IB's; BB's; SDB's; 
MDB's; AB's 


Specializing in 
Rebloomers, recent Blyth 
and Keppel introductions 


www.iris-sisters.com 
Robin Shadlow — Salem, OR 


IRIS HAVEN 


Louisiana Iris specialists 
Send US $2 (or equal) for free color catalog 


PO Box 6070, BAULKHAM HILLS BC KEITH KEPPEL 
NSW 2153, AUSTRALIA P.O. Box 18154 


Salem, OR 97305 
Tel 61 2 8883 5953 Fax 61 2 8883 5954 : 
A Selection of Newer 


Email: irishaven@pip.com.au or Keppel and Blyth 
Website: www.irishaven.com.au Tall Beardeds and Medians 


Please email us for further details re Price List $2.00 
export shipments from Australia. www.keithkeppeliris.com 


OATS 
M lrisQasis.com 
21845 S. East Ave. 
Laton, CA 93242 


irisoasis@yahoo.com 


Growing Tall Bearded Iris 


from Central California =i 
KARY IRIS GARDENS 
Ardi Kary 
6201 E. Calle Rosa 
Scottsdale, AZ 85251 
ArdiKary@aol.com 
Tall Bearded - Arilbred - Median 


GE Garde 
Gardens 


s SBDO Weti T 
= Descriptive Catalos - $3 00 refundable 
a Malur chicks payable fo Winong Stevenson 
Tom Entrada Ed 
Lake Isabella, CA Ж-ДИ 
email lakeskdeiris Gaol oom 
{ТЕП 376-3841 


JONIS DANCE-IN-THE-THE-WIND Lauer à Flowers 
IRIS GARDEN 
| Р.О. Вох 183 


JONG 1. КЫНЫМ Independence, OR 97351 
Figg 14 STREET 


БАШАН, НЕ ОЖ (503) 838-1168 
ыл email: larry@lauersiris.com 
Е: = Website: lauersiris.com 


Hier TE hides, Collector Новы. 
È Сауна. 
b^ Dc enc Ризат Leer ee Danke. paste 


Send for a list of our 2013 
introductions & newer irises. Or 


QUALITY PLANTS - REASOMABLE PRICES view our catalog on the website. 
STATE HSPEGTEO CARDEN 


Shopping Section 


GARDENS 
PO. Box 19; Boulder, CO 80306 


www.longsgardens.com 


Since 1905 
Iris from the “Top of the World” 


Featuring Irises from: D. Miller, 
Magee, Durrance, Hall, Hoage, 


Jorgensen, Moller, Olson, Stetson 


LOUISIANA 


Quality Louisiana Iris rhizomes 
grown in Upstate New York 


Wholesale pricing available 
on quantity orders 


Full catalog available online at 
www.louisianairisgardens.com а. 
= A du р А 
Featuring Introductions by Joe Musacchia - 
й E = > a 
email: louisianairi П 


ч 
MARIPOSA IRIS у 
"ins From The Емиле” ) ) 


* 20% Better or Different 
* Good Growers 
* High Curb Appeal 


Douglas Kanarowski 
www.mariposairis.com 
irisguy@hush.com 


April/May 2013 AIS Bulletin 


Shopping Section 


Mid-America 
Garden 


of Paul Black & Thomas Johnson 


BEARDED IRIS 


WWW.mid-americagarden.com 


COLOR CATALOG $6.00 
Foreign $10 U.S. Funds 


over 400 full color photos 


PO BOX 9008 
BROOKS OR 97305-0008 


Finest quality plants grown by us, 
dug fresh an delivered to you 


NAPA COUNTRY 
IRIS GARDENS 


DORT Seele Canyon Rd 
Napa, са 94558 


QUALITY TB IRIS 


Send Erst class stamp for catalog 
available Apni through July 


Wish MA TER COT 


NEWBURN’S 
IRIS GARDENS 


1415 Meadow Dale Drive 
Lincoln, NE 68505-1940 
eugmarn@aol.com 


Growing over 1,000 varieties 
of tall bearded irises. 


Some new and many older irises 
at reasonable prices. 


Price List on Request. 
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Nola s Iris Garden 
Prevost Ranch and Gardens 
4105 Ser» Вов Зал Jose, CA DEI 


specializing in Tall Bearded and 
Reblooming Iris 
Top Quality plants at very 
reasonable prices. 


Viewing Gardens ane open in the 
spring and fall 


For more information please call 
(408) 929-8307 or email 
infogtwalking-p-bar.com 


PLEASANTS VALLEY 


IRIS FARM 


Growers of Tall Bearded Iris. 


Gardens open to the public 
mid April to mid May. 


Mark and Kendall Richard 
7317 Pleasants Valley Road 
Vacaville, Ca. 95688 
707-451-3367 


Br gy 


REIN 


iris Farr 
Specializing in tall bearded and rebloomers. 
Visit us @ rainbowfarms.net 


3149 Kentucky Avenue 
Bedford, lowa 50833 
Phone: (712)523-2807 

Fax: (712) 523-2814 


Kenny, Krystal, Kelly, & Kody Norris 


SNOWPEAK IRIS 


Denise Stewart 
38956 Lacomb Dr 
Lebanon, OR 97355 
541-259-2343 FAX: 541-259-0538 


ON-LINE: 
http://www.snowpeakiris.com 
email: snowpeakiris@gmail.com 


Space Agers and Rebloomers 
Home of the Oasis Series 


Price list available 
See our web site 
for pictures and prices 
Cathy White 
14000 Oasis Road 
Caldwell, ID 83607 
(208) 455-0254 
CathySWhite@ aol.com 


www.sandhollow.com 


IRIS GARDENS 


3625 Quinaby Road, Salem, Oregon 97303 
Visit us online at www.schreinersgardens.com 


Fine Iris for discerning collectors. 


GROWERS - HYBRIDIZERS - 
ORIGINATORS 


America’s Finest Iris Catalog. Accurate 
color illustrations, a treasure trove 
ofinformation. $5.00 


STOUT GARDENS at 
DAN CINGTREE 
Quality plants proven toagh 
Money back guarantee 
www.stoutrgardens.com 


mim aurigae i а ribus 
TE, бы A TR 


Gardens 

Rick Tasco / Roger Duncan 
2536 Old Hwy., Dept. A13 
Cathey's Valley, CA 95306 


nh Pa eU FIT. в tr 


Fund the: LÎ ria Sunil 


| m 4 ГК ч, жт eons 
BEARDED IRIS 
HISTORIC IRIS 
RHEBHLOONMERS 
| ARILBREDS 
DESCRIPTIVE CATALOG 51.50 
Listing = 1,000 varieties 
Please Note: Gur photo albums are 
new on pur Facebook page 


Wildwood Gardens 
Р.О. Box 250 
Molalla, OR 970&-07 50 
garde ns c mo Lalla net 


Color Catalog 35.00 


Don and Ginny Spoon 
1225 Reynolds Rd. 
Cross Junction, VA 22625 
(540) 888-4447 


16592 Road 208, Porterville, CA 93257 
1-800-558-5107 Fax 1-559-784-6701 
Web site: suttoniris.com 

Email: info@suttoniris.com aH 
Sut 
Bearded lrises: Introductions 
Reblooming lrises a specialty 
Tall Beardeds-Medians-Dwarfs 


Specializing 
in reblooming 
and space age iris. 


e-mail: vspoon@aol.com 
www.Winterberryirises.com 


Catalog $5.00 


ZEBRA G 
„UN 09у 


Distinctive bearded iris. 
Broken color flowers, variegated 
foliage. TBs. Medians. & MDBs 


Brad & Kathie Kasperek 
9130 North 5200 West 
Elwood, Utah 84337 
(435) 257-0736 


Price List $3.00 


(615) 384-5593 oc (515) 337-6812 


We specialize in all types of Ins 
lead Beardiess, Ярар A Species X 


Ep ıldwoodgardens.nei 


Newer Varieties-Classics-Historics 
Send $5 for descriptive color catalog 


ARDENS 


Shopping Section 


Lovistana Iris Garden 


Patrick O’Connor 
4628 Newlands St. Metairie, LA 70006 
(504) 343-1399 


www.zydecoirises.com 
patrick@zydecoirises.com 
Look for Zydeco on Facebook 


See website for extensive 
information on Louisiana 
irises: culture, propaga- 
tion, the species, articles, 
gardens, pictures, links. 


lris Related Merchandise 


AAA QUALITY 
ENGRAVERS 


Botanical Garden 
Quality Engraved 
Labels for Iris 

& other plants. 


* U.V. Stable 

e Quickly Installed 

* AAA Service, 1-2 wks. 
* Black or Teal Green 

e New Round Corners 

e “Simply Elegant” stakes 


Ask for FREE SAMPLE 
AAA QUALITY ENGRAVERS 
P.O. Box 9 Terry, MS 39170 
(601)878-5999. Fax (601)510-9396 
daylilyranch@bellsouth.net 
www.AAAQualityEngravers.com 
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Shopping Section 


IRIS ART 


T-SHIRTS, APRONS, PURSES, PRINTS 


Breeding Red Irises: 


The Carotenoids 
www.rediris.us 


Book about carotenoid genes & 
how they control flower color 
and much more 


“The book | wish | had when | 
began iris breeding”... 
-- Dan Meckenstock 


$54.00 
foreign orders add $11.00 S&H 
30 day Money Back Guarantee 


Iris Related Merchandise 


| = Resistant to rust and 


- Removable plate that 
cannot fall off 
|^ Heavy duty 10 gauge 
posts resist bending 
|= Made to withstand the 
the test of time 


www. AIIKindsofArtetsy.com 
Dan Meckenstock, PhD 
1407 Main Street Hays KS 67601 
dmeck@eaglecom.net 


www. пс Саган. сот 


PayPal and Стой Cards Accepted 816-324-4931 


If you love Tall Bearded Iris, 
then this is the group for you. 
Join us! 

af 


Iris Cards, Prints 
and Unique Gifts 


by Botanical Artist, 
Stephanie Scott 


Visit my website 
5 and the Irises. 


Sign up for 
email specials. 


Are you looking for a Rew duty 
permenant Garden Marker? 
е We һауе been manufacturing & sellin 
www.StephanieScott.org quality Garden Markers hae 1953. І j 
Tall Bearded Iris Society 
PO Box 6991-A 
Lubbock, TX 79493-6991 


www.tbisonline.com 


For more information, please call 
(208) 743-2137 
SEE FINE MARKER CO. 
1009 'N' St., Lewiston, ID 83501 


20% off coupon code. 
Write IRIS at check out or 
call me (925)352-4852 


The British Iris Society sends greetings and 
a warm welcome to its American friends. 


Join the BIS and you will receive our super Year Book and exciting Seed Distribution list. 


We have a $ checking account to enable US members to pay their subscriptions in US$. 
Pay Pal Facility available. 

The current subscription is $25 annual, or $70 triennial. 

Additional family members living at the same address are free. 


Enquiries and enrolments should be addressed to: 
Mrs Jill Christison, Mill House, Woodlands Lane, 
Chichester, West Sussex. PO19 5PA. UK 

e-mail: jillchr@btinternet.com 


Subscription renewals to Sue Marshall, Roughlands Farm, 
Goudhurst Rd, Marden, Kent TN12 9NH, UK 
e-mail: suemarshallbis@gmail.com 
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Stay tuned for complete coverage of the 2013 

AIS National Convention in the July/August issue. 
Pictured here ‘Source of Course’ (Burseen, 2012) in 
the hybridizer’s garden. 


POSTMASTER: send change of address to 
Bulletin of the American Iris Society 
(ISSN 0747-4172) 

PO Box 177 

De Leon Springs, FL 32130 


Address Service Requested 


Periodicals postage paid De Leon 
Springs, FL and at additional offices 


t 


a Youth, Winner, Macro: 
‘Tobacco Chew’ by Sarah Cawley, California 
See other 2012 AIS Photo Contest winners on page 57, inside. 


